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XPERIENCED buyers prefer the advertised 
product. They know that continual advertis- 


ing necessitates reliability and high quality. Have 
you learned the value of reading the TIMES ad- 
vertising columns each week ? 





Present Tense 
By Beatrice Cleland 


“Satan is quite content that we should have faith for future 
sanctification, just as he was content that we should have faith 
for future salvation. It is when the soul rises to ‘here and now’ 
that he trembles.”’ —Lilias Trotter. 


PRAISE Thee, Father, for the clearest light 
That ever roused from visions of the night: 
A ray shed full upon a dreamer’s brow, 
Changing “ It shall be’’ to “* /¢ zs so now!” 


“Identified with Christ ’ — a truth long kept 
Reposing in the mind, a truth thaf slept 
Until I woke it with a claim to say 

That I am crucified with Christ soday. 


In Christ, and yet not in the new creation ? 

In Christ, yet keeping self as ‘‘ poor relation”’ ? 
If that was yesterday, not so today— 

All things are new, old things are passed away. 


And all things are of God, all things divine, 

All things are Christ's and all Christ’s things are mine, 
Surrendered zow, this hour, not ten years hence, 
Thus am I radiant in God’s present tense. 


Not growing nearer Him while self grows less, 
Till fading out it ceases to impress ; 
I hoped so yesterday, but now I see 
Two thousand years between that self and me. 


Christ in me —not the wish to be His dwelling; 
Christ in me — life itself the fact forth telling ; 
I live, and yet not I, but Christ in me,’’ 
Fulfilled ow, not a promise yet to be. 


Oh, present tense of freedom, joy, and power, 
Of union, not hereafter, but this hour! 

The zow of cleansing, victory, and peace, 
God’s hour and mine is ow till life shall cease, 


Better Than a Light in the Dark 


There is a well-nigh universal dread of darkness. 
The explorer in the wilds builds a fire at night for 
cheer and protection against the unknown dangers 
about him. Civilization floods its cities and its homes 
with light in an effort to banish darkness. Recently, 
while taking a group of sightseers throwgh one of 
Pennsylvania’s beautiful caves, the guide snapped off 
the electric lights just to show how dark it really 
was in the cave. But, when he attempted to turn on 
the lights again, something went wrong, and what 
had started out to be a momentary sensation gave 
promise to become a grave situation until repairs were 





made and light again flooded the cavern. The nerv- 
ous laughter that greeted the appearance of the light 
gave proof of the strain in the hearts of the visitors. 
The Christian is warned in God’s Word that he may 
be required to go through spiritual dark places. God 
does not promise always to take away the darkness, 
but he gives the promise of something better than a 
light. In Isaiah 50:10 we read, “He that .walketh 
in darkness, and hath no light, let him trust in the 
name of Jehovah, and rely upon his God.” It was the 
presence of the Lord that enabled the Psalmist to 
say in a dark place, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear?” (Psa. 27:1.) No 
man-made light of excitement or thrill or diversion 
that man may create in a hope to drive away the dark- 
ness can bring the comfort and assurance that the 
Christian may have in the dark with the Lord. Isaiah 
speaks to all of those who would create a light for 
themselves in dafkness in solemn warning, “Behold, 
all ye that kindle a fire, that gird yourselves about 
with firebrands; walk ye in the flarxe of your fire, 
and among the brands that ye have kindled. Thfs 
shall vye have of my hand; ye shall lie down in sor- 
row.” But to the Christian who trusts in ‘the Lord 
comes the promise, “T will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Though we may walk 
even through the valley of the shadow of death, we 
may have with us the One to whom darkness and 
light are both alike. 


What Do We Talk About? 


“We all talk too much,—and say too little!” 
says a well-known writer in a current magazine, and 
he goes on to prove his statement by examples of 
the absurd conversations he has heard. Yet there 
is one topic about which many Christians have far 
too little to say. The Psalmist exclaimed, “Let my 
mouth be filled with thy praises, and with ‘thine hon- 
our all the day. . . . My mouth shall shew forth 
thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; for 
I know not the numbers thereof. I will go in the 
strength of the law of God: I will make mention of 
thy righteousness, even of thine only. O God, thou 
hast taught me from my youth, and hitherto have I 
declared thy wondrous works” (Psa. 71:8, 15-17). 
How often do we speak of the Lord and his goodness 
and mercy in talking one to another? It seems easy 

talk about almost everything else, but, even to 

hristians, the wonders of the Lord and of ‘his Word 


seem to be strange topics. Yet the Jews of old were 
enjoined to talk of the words of the Lord when they 
sat down in their_houses, when they walked by the 
way, when they lay down at night, and when they 
rose up in the morning (Deut. 6:7). The Lord 
was the subject of the conversation of the two who 
walked from Jerusalem to Emmaus on that first res- 
urrection day. We read that “they talked together 
of all these things that happened. And it came to 
pass that, while they communed together and rea- 
soned, Jesus himself drew near and went with them” 
(Luke 24:14, 15). So today when we speak lovingly 
of him, we may be sure that he will draw near to us, 
even though we may not always be conscious of his 
presence. There are, of course, times when it is nec- 
essary and fitting for Christians to talk of many 
other things, but how grieved the Lord Jesus must 
be to fifd the conversation of so many of his chil- 
dren occupied with everything under the sun but 
him. We cannot think very highly of an earthly 
friend and keep quiet about such a one. May not, 
therefore, our failure to speak of the Lord and of 
his Word be a sad commentary upon our regard for 
them? We have it in our power to belong to that 
other group of whom Malachi speaks, “Then they 
that feared [loved] the Lord spake often one to 
another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and 
a book of remembrance was written before him for 
them that feared [loved] the Lord, and that thought 
upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the 
Lord, in that day when I make up my jewels” (Malt. 


3:16, 17). 
=< 


The Counterfeiter 


When we have been clearly guided into a path 
of plain duty, and have proceeded accordingly, then 
it is that Satan is most likely to introduce a diversion. 
Perhaps this may be in the guise of a new acquaint- 
ance, a book, a disturbing doubt, a substitute plan 
that is made to appear more probably God's will, 
though the original factors remain unchanged. “Satan’s 
way today,” wrote Gordon Watt in “The Cross in 
Faith and Conduct,” “runs parallel to God’s way. 
Wherever God is working we shall find Satan work- 
ing alongside. Day by day he works through coun- 
terfeits. Counterfeits are the only contributions he 
can make to the religious experience of men.”. How 
greatly, as Mr. Watt suggests, we need to claim the 
protecting power of Christ moment by moment! 


The Tragedy of the Taken-for-Granted 


affection owes it to his fellows to let them know 
about it. And he cannot take it for granted 
they will know unless he makes sure by telling them 
about it. Nor is he tq keep silence about this from 
some lopsided interpretation of the proverb that 

“actions speak louder than words.” So they do, but 
words have still their ancient value, and our too great 
silences put people on the wrong track. “Time was,” 
said Carlyle, “when they that feared the Lord spake 
often one to another. A friendly thought is the purest 
gift that man-can offer to man. Speech also they 
say is cheerfuller than light.” 

An unpretentious and reserved but not too reserved 
man said about his growing boy that every day of 
his life he took pains in one way or another to let 
that boy know that he loved him. He would not 
take it for granted that the boy would know without 
his taking pains about it. As a matter of fact this 
man had only five years in which to do it after making 
that remark. And it was about all he had to”leave 
the boy. 

It is in this undangerous-looking domain of the 
things we take for granted that the great tragedies 
occur. Samson had a hint that something was wrong, 
but said it would all pass off if he went out and 
shook himself as at other times, not knowing that 
the Lord had ‘departed from him. Saul brushed past 


A eeeeee who has a faith or a great loyalty or 


many a sign, saying to himself that he could recover 
lost opportunity of communion with God almost any 
time, until the night at Gilboa when he cried, “God 
is departed from me, and answereth me no more.’ 

The author of the Fifty-First Psalm took nothing for 
granted about the possibility of God leaving him to 
himself, and did something about it and said some- 
thing about it right away. 

* No assumption is more costly than that “we can 
do ~#t any time.” Praying falls first into that dan- 
gerous category till the impulse is gone. Where mur- 
der slays its thousands, atrophy slays its ten thou- 
sands. Nothing can more ‘put us on our mettle than 
to find out whether this thing that can be done any 
time can be done today. We assure ourselves that 
though the lapse has been long we still love poetry. 
The church that once focused our activities and in- 
vigorated us, oh, any day we can take that up again, 
and we do not realize how deeply there has sunk into 
us a boredom with all its ways. It has been so long 
since we said out one definite full-throated word about 
our faith, or in some fresh way went on record about 
it, but we take it for granted thats everybody will 
know we have “the root of the matter” in us stilt. 
Homes have been destroyed by sharp and painful sins, 
but just as tragically by long, slow, dull silences in 
which the absent and separated would not write the 
letters they were sure they could write any time. The 
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good word was not said, it was so slight a thing it 
could be said any time. 

A man looked one day at a certain book on his 
shelves which he had promised himself to read for 
twenty years until he almost thought he had read it. 
Dropping everything else he adopted the summary 
process of reading that book through before midnight 
and in the strength of that refusal to take anything 
more for granted he brought up and finished a 
whole line of other piled-up arrearages. 

Never take for granted what you can make sure 
of. The match that was not quite extinguished, the 
door that should have been locked, the letter that 
might have been written, the visit we meant to make, 
the Bible we meant to read, and the other books, 
the gift or remembrance long overdue, the idea we 
meant to put into words, the article we intended to 
write, the organization we have gotten out of touch 
with, the breach of friendship which could be repaired 
any day: among these undramatic, unalarming, un- 
inviting situations lie all the makings of tragedy and 
bitter disappointment. Out of them grow the trag- 
edies, the lost positions, the commonplace lives, the 
fading and obscurity of once bright possibilities. 

And right there, too, lies our chance of the very 
things we are looking for, occasions that will refresh 
our lives and restore their relish. What makes neigh- 
borhoods better is people willing to do what nobody 
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likes to do; and what makes an- individual life more 
vital and satisfying is the resolute. grappling, though 
we wince in doing it, with some of these slurred and 
taken-for-granted things. We all want surprise. Few 
suspect what possibility of it lurks under neglected 
duties. Wordsworth came to it at last before he was 
quite burned out by the quest of novelties. Things 
Overrun opened up such a wealth and newness he 
never had to rove afield again. 

Nothing sets us up like knowing that we have 
actually done something we intended to do. To find 
we can really do it and not merely dream of it or be 
worn out haunted by it, to verify what we only 
vaguely suspected, puts new life into us. But it takes 
more stamina to do or begin to do some of these 
taken-for-granted things than we have any idea of. 
One must brave some dull hours when every other 
task looks more inviting, more colorful; but lots of 
fire lurks below this crust. Most people dream of Red- 
Letter Days, a chosen few have learned how to make 
them out of almost anything. But it demands all 
our will power and all our faith. And we are so far 
behind in all this that we are tempted to believe we 
must do something very swift to catch up with it all. 
But no. In this case we had better adopt the maxim 
with which Cardinal Newman curbed both pride and 
impetuosity, “A cripple on the right road will beat 
a racer on the wrong.” 





Can Men Bring Universal Peace ? 


We know that God works through men to accom-" 
plish his purposes in the world. Why can he not 
work through men to bring world peace? Nothing 
is impossible with God. Must we wait until the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ to obtain all the good things in 
life? 1 am earnestly seeking to know further the 
ways of God with men—A New York State Bible 
class teacher. 


God’s Word is the final authority and the only safe 
answer as to how world-wide peace is to be estab- 
lished. If we had no revelation from God in the 
matter, and no infallible prediction in the Scriptures 
as to how world peace is to come, we should have to 
depend upon our own opinions and reasoning as to 
the outlook. But the Scriptures are very plain on this 
question. It is true that “God works through men to 
accomplish his purposes in the world.” It is equally 
true that God has declared that he will not work 
through men to accomplish universal peace, but that 
this great end can come only when his Son, the Prince 
of Peace, returns to reign in perso! over the world. 

There are many prophecies in the Old Testament 
and in the New that set this forth. Our Lord him- 
self, for example, said plainly that the end of the age, 
just before his return, is not to be characterized by 
universal peace, but that “nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, 
in divers places” (Matt. 24:7). In this same general 
period of the end of the age shall be “great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time” (v. 21), and then, “as the lightning cometh 
out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (v. 
27). The Revelation also predicts the same condition 
of widespread warfare among nations, until there 
comes that great revolt of the world federation of 
nations under the Superman, called the “beast,” against 
Christ himself. “And I saw heaven opened, and be- 
hold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
doth judge and make war ... and out of his mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite 
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness 
and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his ves- 
ture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. . And I 
saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their 
armies, gathered together to make war against him 
that sat on the horse, and against ‘his army” (Rev. 
19). There could be no doubt as to the outcome of 
this war between men and Christ, and it is given in 
vivid and terrible detail at the end of the chapter. 

So the Scriptures show repeatedly that men in 
general will turn more more in outbroken revolt 
against God and his Christ as the age goes on,— 
exactly what we are witnessing in the world today. 
How can men who are at war with God make lasting 
peace with one another? There are some things that 
are impossible for God. It is impossible for God to 
call sin rightequsness; it is equally impossible for 
God to let men whose lives are “enmity against God” 
(Rom. 8:7) be at permanent peace with one another. 
That is why God “cannot work through men to bring 
world peace.” 

We can obtain many good things in life witheut 





waiting for the Second Coming of Christ; but there 
are some good things that will never come to pass 
until the Lord returns. “For the earnest expectation 
of the creature [creation] waiteth for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God. .. . For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now. . . . waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body” (Rom. 8: 19-23). This re- 
demption will only come with the return of the Lord, 
when the bodies of those who have died in Christ 
and of living believers shall be changed in resurrec- 
tion and transformation, and a new day shall dawn 
for this old world and the natural creation. 

In the meantime it is the duty of all Christians to 
tell forth the good news that. men may have “peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” while we 
are “looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Tit. 2: 13). 


Is the Trinity in the Scriptures ? 


It has been broadcast over the radio that the word 
Trinity cannot be found in the Bible, and was man- 
made, therefore of no spiritual value. This has 
confused many. I accept the Trinity by faith and 
do not depend on my intellectual understanding of it, 
but I would like more light on the subject because 
I cannot explain it to those who ask me about it. 
—An Ohio reader. 


The word Trinity, while it does not occur in the 
Bible, is used to express a truth declared over afd 
over again in the Bible. Therefore the doctrine of 
roe is a fact revealed by God and not man- 
made. 

The first hint of it in the Scriptures appears in 
the first chapter of Genesis, when God said, “Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness” (Gen. 
1:26). The plural pronouns “us” and “our” show 
plurality in unity. 

Over and over again throughout the Old Testa- 
ment the Holy Spirit is recognized and named, as 
any concordance will show. Thus David, in his great 
song of repentance, cries out to God, “Take not thy 
holy Spirit from me” (Psa. 51:11). 

In the New Testament the doctrine of the Trinity 
is made inescapably plain in repeated declarations, 
Thus at the baptism of Christ we read that “the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 
him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 
3:16, 17). Here the inspired record tells us of the 
three different persons of the Godhead. The Father’s 
voice speaks from Heaven, declaring that Jesus is 
“My beloved Son,” while the Holy Spirit descends 
and comes upon the Son. 

Again, the last words uttered by the Lord Jesus 
Christ after his death and resurrection, and. just be- 
fore his ascension, commissioned his disciples to 
“teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” 
(Matt>28:19). The word “ghost” is the Old Eng- 
lish word used in the Authorized Version of 1611 to 
translate the Greek word pneuma, or “spirit.” 

The Scofield Reference Bible has a valuable com- 
ment on this passage, as follows: “The word [name] 
is in the singular, the ‘name,’ not names. Father, 
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Son, and Holy Spirit is the final name of the one 
true God. It affirms: (1) That God is one. (2) 
That he subsists in a personality which is threefold, 


. indicated by relationship as Father and Son; by a 


mode of being as Spirit; and by the different parts 
taken by the Godhead in manifestation and in the 
work of redemption, e. g., John 3:5, 6 (Spirit), 16, 
17 (Father and Son). In Matthew 3:16, 17; Mark 
1:10, 11; Luke 3:21, 22, the three persons are in 
manifestation together. (3) The conjunction in one 
name of the Three affirms equality and oneness of 
substance.” 

A useful study of the profound subject of the Trin- 
ity, bringing together the Scriptures on this vital 
doctrine, is given in a booklet by Keith L. Brooks 
entitled, “The Trinity, Must We Believe In It?” 
(Biola Book Room, 536 South Hope Street, Los 
Angeles, Cal., 10 cents postpaid). 


a =< 
How May We Surrender? 


May I ask you to pray for me that I may have the 
victory and give myself to the Lord in absolute sur- 
render? I have desired this so long, and I don’t 
seem to know how to do it even though it seems like 
a life-and-death question with me. There is no peace 
without it. I want most earnestly and sincerely to 
put away whatever may keeping me from this 
experience. I must have it, so that the Lord can 
use me among my relatives if nowhere else, as there 
are sO many unsaved among them. 

I do hope you have time in your meetings to pray 
for me——A troubled seeker. 


Suppose this troubled Christian has some possession 
of great value that she desires to give to a- loved 
friend. Suppose she knows that the friend is ready to 
accept this gift, and that it is right and proper that 
she should make the gift. Will she be troubled and 
in doubt and uncertainty as to how to make the gift 
to her friend? Or will she simply give it to the one 
she loves so much? It is not a difficult or compli- 
cated matter to give a gift to a friend. If the gift 
belongs to us, and if we have decided that we wish 
to give it away so that it may become the possession 
of one we love, we simply go ahead and _ give it. 
That is all there is to “surrender.” To surrender our 
life to the Lord is simply to make a present of our 
life to the Lord. The Word of God calls it exactly 
that. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,*which is your 
reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 

Only the saved can surrender their lives to God; 
the unsaved cannot do this, for they are “dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1), and the only thing 
they can do is to accept the sacrifice made in their 
behalf by Christ, their Saviour and Substitute in his 
death on the cross and his resurrection. As they re- 
ceive this great Gift of God they are saved. Then, 
having accepted “the mercies of God,” they are to 
make the gift of their lives to him. We simply make 
a present of ourselves to him who has made a present 
of himself to us. It is just as simple as “exchanging 
gifts’ with a loved friend. 

If this troubled seeker_will now quietly tell the Lord 
that she gives herself to him, so that he may have and 
possess her forever, the surrender matter is settled. 
Then she can say truthfully, with Paul, “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him” 
(2 Tim... 1: 12). 

Having made this gift of ourselves to our Lord, we 
are now to trust him to work victory in our lives. 
Indeed, we are to thank him that he has done so. 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 
8:2). Surrender is our part; victory is God’s part. 
The moment we have done our part we may be sure 
he does not delay in doing his part. The secret of 
victory is to thank the Lord, without any feeling and 
without any evidence, that his grace is sufficient for 
us at this present moment (2 Cor. 12:9). 

The following pamphlets that set forth the Scrip- 
tural truth on surrender and victory may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company (325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia) : 

The Life That Wins (20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, 
or 2 cents each). 

What Is Your Kind of Christianity? (40 cents a dozen, 
$3 a hundred, or 4 cents each.) 


Victory Without Trying (40 cents a dozen, $3 a hundred, 
or 4 cents each). ; 

Is Victory Earned or a Gift? (30 cents a dozen, $2 a hun- 
dred, 3 cents each.) 

Perils of the Victorious Life (60 cents a dozen, $5 a hun- 
dred, 6 cents each). 

Victory’s Final Secret (20 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, 
2 cents each). 

“Is” —the Secret of Victory (30 cents a dozen, $2 a hun- 
dred, 3 cents each). 

The Surrendered Life (40 cents a dozen, $3 a hundred, 
4 cents each). , 

Real and Counterfeit Victory (40 cents a dozen, $3 a hun- 
dred, 4 cents each). 
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**What must I do to be saved?” 


A Gospel Primer 




















' By the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 
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“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 


“there is no royal road to learning.” That is to 

say, the foundation of all real knowledge must first 
be laid in the alphabet and then continued, step by 
step, to completion. Such being the case, we can at 
once see that it is most needful and important that 
the student in any particular branch should have all 
possible help at the commencement, that his lessons 
should be of such a character that he may progress 
easily, steadily, and surely. 

Thus it comes to pass that, of all ages, not one 
can compare with the present in offering such mar- 
velous facilities for the acquirement of knowledge. 
Years ago, if a man desired to study science or the 
classics, he was compelled to wade through huge 
volumes to gain the necessary knowledge of his sub- 
ject. But nowadays, almost every publisher’s list 
shows primers and textbooks of literature, science, 
history, and political economy which are at once won- 
derfully concise and attractive as introductions to 
fuller and deeper research. ; 

Now all this is equally true of that highest and 
noblest of all subjects, the Gospel of God as revealed 
in the Bible. If a man desires the fullest possible 
knowledge of the Gospel, he must make this Book, 
with every available help jon it, his patient, careful, 
life-long study. But for the ordinary — a of 
daily spiritual life, much less must and will, of course, 
suffice, and consequently there are portions, some- 
times small portions, of God’s Word that contain in 
themselves the primary and elementary truths of the 
Gospel. These are the truths that are requisite at 
the outset and which, if known, received, and lived, 
will both bless the life and also be the means of pro- 
ceeding onward to any and every degree of fuller 
knowledge. 


Two Basic Truths About Sin 

Such a portion is our text, and in this way let 
us treat it. I would wish to make this sermon a sort 
of primer, or brief explanation of the. first principles 
of the Gospel, of the A B C of all spiritual life, and 
of the necessary means of any advance to fuller and 
deeper knowledge of the Gospel. In so doing, per- 
haps I may be permitted to indulge my fancy for a 
moment. I want to imagine the possibility (a very, 
very remote one) of there being some one in my 
audience who has never heard aright of the Gospel 
before, and I want to try so to put the Gospel that 
such a one might be able to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour and rejoice in the conscious 
possession of him. It is scarcely necessary to remark 
that such a possibility of present, full acceptance of 
Christ is amply and clearly justified by the Word of 

od — 


[' IS a well-known and a very true saying that 


Carefully noticing our text, we find in it two truths 
and two truths only, and these sum up the whole of 
the Gospel. The Bible itself is simply and solely an 
enlargement of these two truths, and if we can but 
obtain a true conception of their meaning and at 
-once act on that conception, our lives will be safe, 
right, and happy for time and for eternity. The first 
truth is: : 


I. Stn. “All we like sheep have gone astray.” This 
is the first thing to consider, sin. 


1. Sin is a Reality. “All have sinned.” This is 
the great reality that stares us in the face, a some- 
thing wrong with the world, wrong in its own nature 
and wrong, above all, in its relations with God. The 
attitude of mankind toward God is incorrect and un- 
true. God’s law has been deliberately and continually 
transgressed, and this iransgression is sin. This. sin 
has so affected the power of than’s nature that he is 
utterly unable to render unto God the honor and 
homage due to his Name. The hearts for whose 
affections God yearns are fixed on lower and baser 
objects. The wills whose obedience God desires are 
stunted and turned aside. The minds whose abilities 
he could use are biased and weakened. The souls 
whose adoration he covets are filled with the idols 
of the world, the flesh, and the Devil. These are 
but a few of the unmistakable evidences that there 
is something wrong in and with man, and that “some- 
thing” is sin, the transgression of God’s moral law 
and an offense against his personal character. 

2. Sin ts Universal. It can be seen all over the 
world. There is no possible mistake on this point. 
A steady effect argues a steady cause. If one~saw 
the sun rise for the first time today one could not 


A large proportion of the readers of The Sunday 

ool Times know the answer to the question 
asked by the Philippian jailor. But even among 
Christians there is often confusion as to just what 
is the Gospel, and some may read this article who 
have no assurance of eternal life and who do not 
know how to be saved. The Times is glad, there- 
fore, to publish this clear statement of the Good 
News as it was given in a sermon by the late: 
Dr. Thomas when he was twenty-five years of age. 








argue from that single instance that it would rise 
tomorrow. But if the sun is seen to rise every day 
for ten years, it can be argued very fairly that it 
will rise tomorrow. A steady effect not only pre- 
supposes a steady cause, but, other things being the 
same, a steady continuance. In like manner with sin, 
if we see only one man here doing wrong, we do 
not from that ome instance argue that all men are 
sinners. But if we see around us not one single ex- 
ception, if when we travel we find the same character- 
istic everywhere, if when we read the pages of ancient 
or modern history we find unmistakable evidences of 
the same fact, can we possibly be wrong in assuming 
that sin is universal? Surely not. The effects of 
sin can be seen and felt wherever we turn, They can 
be seen at home in the wealth of the mansion, in the 
poverty of the cottage. They can be seen abroad 
among the savage hordes of Africa, the Oriental splen- 
dor of Asia, and in the vaunted civilization of Europe. 
Look where we wjll, we can see sin. 

In one form or another, this fact is acknowledged. 
Either directly or indirectly, in this or that mode of 
worship or form of idolatry, there comes the confes- 
sion of this something wrong which translated into 
Christian language reads, “All we like sheep have 
gone astray.” It matters not for the moment by 
what name it is called. ‘“What’s in a name” as long 
as the fact is patent? Call it what we will, sin, in- 
iquity, moral evil, disproportion, tendency, —the thing 
by any name is just as real and universal. 

There are, of course, a few who, while perhaps ac- 
cepting the fact, do not admit the full inference that 
we as Christians draw from it, that is, that we are 
guilty before God and bereft of individual righteous- 
ness. While admitting that there is in man something 
that ought not to be there and something not there 
which should be there, such men are nevertheless not 
prepared to say that things are as bad as we Chris- 
tians assert to be the case. But, because a blind man 
says he cannot see the sun, can it be thought for a 
moment that the sun does not exist? The existence 
of the sun is totally independent of his personal be- 
lief and rests on the unmistakable evidence of the 
rest of mankind who are not blind. So we turn to 
more complete minds and find that the general con- 
sensus of opinion admits that there is a better law, 
the authority of which our conscience recognizes. 
This law warns us against certain appetites and de- 
sires, and we find that the worse frequently prevails 
over the better and that a sense of disquiet accom- 
panies that warning decision in many cases. Yes, 
every man whose nature is thus awake and active will 
admit the fact of sin. We therefore recognize the 
truth of this overwhelming testimony, both human 
and divine, for “if we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 
John 1:8). 


Individual Responsibility. for Sin 

But now comes into view another point which ap- 
peals more strongly to us. We have said that sin 
is real and that it is universal, and we have purposely 
appealed to the four quarters of the globe to prove it. 
Now, therefore, as a logical conclusion from universal 
sin comes still another fact. 


3. Sin is Individual. If sin is world-wide, it must 
be local; if general, it must be particular. If all have 
sinned, every one has sinned. If all have sinned 
universally, each one has sinned individually. This 
is logic, is it not? Can we find any flaw in this very 
obvious reasoning? No, and hence we read in our 
text, “We have turned every one to his own way.” 
“All,” then “every one.” Ah, but this is by no means 
so generally accepted. Men are willing to accept 
the universal fact as it affects all men, but when 
pressed with the particular fact as it refers to them- 
selves, they are not so ready to admit it. A man 
will say, “Oh, yes, we are all sinners,” but when 
it comes home,—“Thou art the man!” it is by no 
means so palatable. 


But God’s Word is absolutely clear on this point, 
— “There is no difference,” — “All have sinned.” Is 
there no difference between the monarch and the 
felon? No difference in the reality of sin. Of cuurse 
there are degrees of sin, but they are all sins as mat- 
ters of fact. Murder is sin, the theft of a penny is 
sin, though the degrees are different. We might have 
a grain of arsenic or we might have a pound. Each 
quantity is poison, only one is a larger quantity than 
the other. The fact that there is no difference does 
not mean that the criminality of every sin is identical, 
but that the participation in sin is universal and indi~ 
vidual. Yes, it is motive that determines the moral 
value of actions and it is not as a man speaketh or 
worketh but “as a man thinketh, so is he.” It is 
only too possible that the motives of some of our 
most exemplary people would compare very unfavor- 
ably with the motives of even a felon, and that, if 
justice were to be meted out according to motive and 
intention, prisoners and citizens would soon change 
places. There may be lives that are most scrupulously 
respectable and yet whose hands are white with the 
leprosy of disease and not with the purity of health. 
It is not, therefore, a question of quantity and degree 
but of tendency and direction. It is not how far the 
ship has gone but which way she is heading. The 
fact is that we must test sin by God’s standard, and 
if this is done we shall soon see that all have “come 
short” of it. 

_Suppose an announcement were made in a certain 
village that young men were wanted for the army, 
and before the day of examination several of the young 
men there were to measure themselves by each other, 
one saying to another, “I am taller than you!” They 
have forgotten that the notice mentioned one standard, 
six feet, for all, and thus the tallest man in the place, 
even though lacking but half an inch of six feet, is 
rejected equally with the man of an obviously shorter 
height. Thus we may compare very favorably with 
our fellow men, but God’s standard is absolute moral 
perfection, and when those things we so beautifully 
and charitably call “slips,” “faults,” “imperfections,” 
“indiscretions,” “irregularities,” are brought face to 
face with God’s infinite holiness, they loom up into 
their full reality and true magnitude as sins. Yes, 
sins, whether in luxury, in respectability, or in squalor, 


Real and False Acknowledgment of Sin 


This, then, is the one great fact that we need to 
grasp and never let go. How is it with each of us? 
Is our consciousness of sin and our confession of it 
real? We are not at present concerned with whether 
it should be deep and agonizing and intense, but only 
ask, Is it real as far as it goes? It is“very easy to call 
ourselves “miserable sinners,” as is done four times 
over in the Anglican Litany, but do we really believe 
it? Yet it is true, whether we believe it or not. 

But some one says, “What is this all about? I do 
not realize this sinfultiess. I am.happy and ‘othing 
comes amiss.” Quite so, and there are many thou- 
sands who feel similarly. They have never done any- 
thing very wrong; they have been reared and trained 
under good influences and they have never come in 
contact with any open vice or flagrant sin. They have, 
consequently, never felt any bondage of sin and they 
would consider it highly improper to be told that they 
were on the broad road that leads to destruction. An- 
other reason why they have never realized their bond- 
age may seem very paradoxical, but it is, neverthe- 
less, very true. It is because they have never tried 
to get free. There is a yard where a dog is heavily 
chained. The dog, however, is fast asleep and so he 
does not realize his bondage. Later on, we may notice 
the dog eating his food, still chained, but as the food 
is close to the kennel his chain is not irksome, and he 
is thus still unconscious of his -bondage. But soon 
comes the owner of the dog, who, forgetting the 
chain, calls the dog. The animal springs up, eager 
to reach his master. What happens then? All his 
efforts are vain, and now for the first time he feels 
the irksomeness and restraint ~of his fetters. It is 
exactly similar with sin. Try to get free and you 
feel your bondage. 

Therefore, realized or unrealized, God’s Word has 
concluded all under sin, that is, con cludo — shut up as 
in a prison, Shakespeare and savage, lofty and low, 
pure and foul. Just as the prisons of the French 
Revolution were filled with princesses and outcasts, 
marquises and workmen, landlords and boors, all hud- 
died together, so, whether we will or not, we are all 
prisoners, prisoners of sin. Therefore, “there is none 
righteous, no, not one.” 

This, then, is the first great truth of our text, 
the awful fact of sin,—real sin, universal sin, indi- 
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vidual sin. We come now to the second truth con- 
tained in isaiah’s words. 

Ll. Satvation. “The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 

krom what has been said about sin, the need of its 
removal in some way is only too evident, and so we 
are now led by this part of our text to: 


1. The Fact of Salvation. Both man’s terrible 
condition and God’s righteousness demand some de- 
liverance, and this deliverance being absolutely impossi- 
ble of accomplishment by man himself we are led at 
once to consider God’s salvation, God’s provision for 
man’s deliverance. This is the grand and glorious mes- 
sage from ‘Heaven, that God hates the sin but loves the 
sinner. God’s thoughts of us are like those of a 
mother over her sinful child. While he is and must 
be just, he also is love, and because this is the case 
he has provided a remedy. This is the first point to 
be emphasized and to be allowed to sink into our 
hearts, the fact of salvation. But we must, of course, 
descend to particulars and consider: 


2. The Means of Salvation. “The Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.” ‘Here we see how God 
has wrought salvation, here we see the blessed truth 
of the atonement, the substitution of the divine Sav- 
jour for the guilty sinner. God’s law said, “The 
soul that sinneth it shall die,” but God’s love sent 
Christ to die for us so that God could at once be just 
and justify the sinner. Let us notice arr’ the 
margin of the text, “caused to meet,” as if by an act 
of omnipotence God had gathered all our sins from 
the four winds and placed them on Christ, who bore 
them in our stead. P 

We are reminded of a very remarkable day in 
Jewish history, the great Day of Atonement. The 
High Priest is standing at the door of the tabernacle 
and before him is a goat. Laying his hands on the 
head of the goat, he confesses over it the sins of all 
the people for the past year, thus transferring, as it 
were by that symbolic act, the sins from the people to 
the goat. Then a man comes forward who starts off 
with the goat to the wilderness. Can we not in fancy 
see it being led on, passing the tents of the various 
tribes? As it goes, one aiter another stand at their 
tent door looking and saying, “Blessed be Jehovah, 
there goes my guilt for the past year! Now I am 
entirely free to live a holier life in the future.” On 
and on the goat is led until at length it is out of sight. 
After a while the man looses it and returns, but the 
goat is seen no more. Here is a faint picture of the 
glorious Gospel of the grace of God. God has trans- 
ferred our guilt to Christ and by his death the Lord 
Jesus has once and forever blotted it out and removed 
it. This is the salvation of the Gospel. “He hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin” (2 
Cor. 5:21). But now let us notice: 


3. The Completeness of Salvation. “All.” The text 
ends exactly as it begins, with the word “all.” As all 
have sinned, so Christ died for all. There is precisely 
the same area in the sin and in the salvation. The 
disease and the provided remedy are exactly co- 
extensive. All the sins of every one, past, present, and 
future, were laid on Christ, who was able to bear 
them because he is divine. In the hour of his sac- 
rifice, he saw clearly the sin of the whole world and 
he grasped it all in the tenderness of his love and in 
the omnipotence of his grace. And now we can place 
our hand, as it were, on the Sacrifice and say, “My 
guilt was there, on him ‘who loved me and gave him- 
self for me.’” As there was no difference in the 
fact of sin, so there is no difference in the fact of 
salvation, for all are included in the provision and 
offer. The righteousness of God is unto and upon 
all; “he is the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 2: 
2). To show this as clearly as possible, God has al- 
most exhausted language in five different passages. 
“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he 
removed our transgressions from us” (Psa. 103: 12). 
“I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgres- 
sions, and, as a cloud, thy sins” (Isa. 44:22). “Thou 
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea” 
(Mic. 7:19). “Thou hast cast all my sins behind 
thy back” (Isa. 38:17). “Their sins and iniquities 
“will I remember no more” (Heb. 10:17). Let us 
ponder these words and let our souls take in the 
glorious fact of full, perfect, sufficient, present, avail- 
able, assured; everlasting salvation through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Ah, says some one, you call it an available and an 
assured salvation — tell me how this can‘be so for me. 
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord.” Here are the two great facts, sin and salva- 
tion. How can they become-connected? How can our 
sin be covéred by Christ’s righteousness? By the 
simple, present, real acceptance of Christ by faith. 
By the present reception of it into heart and life. It 
is not enough to say that the world has sinned and 
that Christ died for it, but each one_must say, “I 
am a sinner, and Christ died for me.” There must 
be personal reception and personal appropriation of 
Christ’s salvation. This is the Gospel in the familiar 
words: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31): and “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
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believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Rom. 10:9); and 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto 
him for righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). This does not 
mean a mere intellectual assent to any particular truth. 
There are thousands who thus intellectually believe 
and this belief will avail them nothing. The true 
belief is a trust, a confidence in Christ, a resting of 
the whole soul on him. The true belief is the cre- 
dence of the head and the confidence of the heart 
issuing in the conversion of the life. This, and this 
only, is Gospel faith, and to this we would earnestly 
oar any and every one in the name of our loving 

ord. 

A colonel in the Civil War, who was most severely 
wounded in battle and not expected to live, said to his 
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father, a minister, who had been sent for, “Father, 
the doctor’ says I shall not recover, and I am not 
prepared to die. Tell me how I can be ready, — and 
Father, make it so plain that I can lay hold of it.” 
The father did his best and the son was enabled to 
grasp the salvation of Christ on that sick bed from 
which, .after all, he did rise, and lived long as a 
sincere Christian. 

God is my witness that that has been my one aim 
in this sermon, to make the Gospel so plain that any- 
one, every one might receive it. Of one thing I am 
sure, and that is, if on the last Great Day you find 
yourself on the left hand of the Great Shepherd among 
those for condemnation, there will then flash into 
your mind the fact that once you were offered Christ 
as your own Saviour and you did not accept him. 


creme a 
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Fingerprints several thousand years old have just come out of the ruins at Kirjath-sepher. They were found on 


a piece of a clay mold, of which Dr. Kyle tells in this seventh letter of the series. 
appear in early issues of the Times. 


- August 5. 

ERE we begin the record of the last week of 
H this season of work, as intimated at the end 

of the last letter. It begins with great antici- 
pations. We have pushed diligently forward -with 
the excavations in order to reach that level in the 
ruins to which belongs the palace or temple from 
which came the great Canaanite idol two years ago. 
At the end of last week, part of the outline of that 
building appeared in the level of the Middle Bronze 
Age which we had just reached, and now at the 
beginning of this week everybody on the Staff, and 
the foremen on the tell, and even some of the work- 
men are very much excited and on the alert for every- 
thing that will inform us of that building. We are 
not exactly picking out the walls with a toothpick, 
but we do use a small trowel and a brush lest we 
may destroy some fresco or some other interesting 
remain. Day by day I will record our progress and 
the realization of our hope —or disappointment! We 
shall hope it will not be disappointment. 

“The things that men do live after them,” is a 
very trite saying, but it is by the realization of this 
fact that our archeological work succeeds. The things 
that men did of old in erecting their own homes, in 
making great temples, in waging wars, in burning 
cities, all these things “live after them” and by these 
things we learn what they did. This moralizing may 
be of some value in a general way, but I have indulged 
in it in order to bring to you a very practical and 
rather startling illustration. This rough, broken, hol- 
low piece of pottery which one of the draftsmen is 
recording was a mold made in soft clay and then 
baked, made for the purpose cf casting images of the 
Canaanite goddess si birth. The potter in making 
that mold very carefully manipulated the clay with 
his thumb and fingers. He did it so delicately that 
he left periect imprints of his finger marks. They 
were burned in the furnace. Doubtless the mold was 
used many times and, after lying in the ruins for 
thousands of years, now is dug up to show to the 
world, and we have the finger prints of that old potter 
as accurately recorded as the finger prints of any 
criminal laid up in the records of any police station. 
A solemn thought, that all the impressions we make 
in this world, all the “finger prints” of our conduct 
abide. Future generations may read them and the 
recording angel has them all down in his book. 


August 7. 

The week draws along and the end of our digging 
is at hand. A hurried trip to Jerusalem brought two 
things — money to pay the men who had finished their 
work, and candy to sweeten them all up at the feast. 
It will add a great social interest to all, in addition 
to the Biblical and scientific interest in our excava- 
tion, if they could have looked on today at the annual 
feast which we give to our workmen and to the dig- 
nitaries of the community. They receive us here 
with great cordiality. The men work diligently, and 
we have the most peaceable and cordial relations with 
them in the work, and they are most hospitable. They 
give us many invitations to feasts in their homes, and 
at the close of the work we always reciprocate by 
giving all the workmen and the Mukhtars of the neigh- 
borhood, the “first citizens,” a feast. For the digni- 
taries, couches and rugs are borrowed from the Arabs 
and spread in the court of our workshop, and here they 
squatted in a circle and were served with a four- 
course dinner. The first course was rice with “Turk- 
ish veal,” which is the diplomatic name for goat. A 
second course was one of the delicious puddings 
which our cook can get up. A third course, water- 


ding articles will - 


melon, as good as delights the heart of any son of 
Africa in the Southland, — melons big, red, and juicy. 
And then last of all we served them candy as sweet- 
meats, of which they are very fond. The workmen 
gathered on the threshing floor alongside of our camp. 
There were so many this year that there was the 
necessity of two sittings, as we did not have sufficient 
platters and feast-bowls to serve all of them at once. 
The quiet orderliness, the patient, good-mannered wait- 
ing of those whose fortune it was to be at the “sec- 
ond table” would have put to shame many a picnic 
crowd at home. They were served with the rice 
and boiled meat and then a lideral supply of candies. 
It sounds like a very commonplace affair, not at all 
romantic, and yet it is romantic. It is as important 
a social event in the lives of these simple people as 


‘a banquet in high life at home at ten dollars a plate, 


and is much more genuinely appreciated. We are 
preparing the way, also, for the campaign of 1932. 
Now you are all more impatient to know about the 
coming out of that temple or palace than were these 
humble people who waited for the “second table.” 


‘Well, it is coming out and that is almost as much 


as we can say-yét. It is a*curious ruin, quite different 
from the other houses around, and with pick and hoe 
and basket an small trowel and sieve we are. rak- 
ing and shaking the dust of that old palace every 
moment in hope of finding some interesting trinket 
or some important cult object or, best of all, an 
archive, a pot of tablets; but-— we may not get any- 
thing. This tewn has been called “Book Town.” 
There may be books here or there may not be books 
here; but the town itself is the principal book that is 
here. The pages of that book we have turned one 
by one and they are telling us the whole story of 
civilization in this land for a period of nearly, if 
not quite, two thousand years, the most important 
period also in the history of this land. Whatever 
the temple or palace may prove to be, it will, after 
all, be but an illustration like a woodcut or a fine 
steel engraving that illustrates the book which the 
city 1s. 
August 8. 


Again we are in the clouds th’: morning. The 
dew is so heavy that it stands around in drops at our 
tents. The more dew the more watermelons. About 
half the men were paid and dismissed yesterday. The 
other half is still working for the remaining two 
days this week and a few will be retained part of 
next week for filling in some portions of the excava- 
tions and helping to break up camp. 

We must still call the mystery building’ by the 
Egyptian name “The Great House”; we are not able 
yet to know certainly whether it was a palace or a 
temple. One thing is certain; it has been ruthlessly 
pillaged as it would be in either case, whether palace 
or temple. Still some cult objects probably would 
not be carried away, if it were a temple, and these 
will ultimately decide the question. A storeroom next 
to that in which we found the-Canaanite idol in 1928 
is being emptied. In the bottom is a mass of crushed 
pottery. Among this we may find some things that 
the looters did not carry away. One of the most inter- 
esting things in all the work of excavation is the 
careful scraping out of a place like this by the fore- 
men and some of the most skilled workmen in addi- 
tion to some of the members of the Staff. The utmost 
care is exercised that nothing escapes detection. The 
workmen have caught the spirit of curiosity seekers 
and so lynx-eyed are they that, although in the last 
two days we have put twenty-five bushels of débris 
through the sieve, the sievers caught nothing that 
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Lesson for October 5 


the diggers had passed, except two little Babylonian 
hematite weights. I say Babylonian, for this build- 
ing belongs to the Middle Bronze Age, which, al- 
though politically subject to Egypt most of the time, 
still retained the Babylonian culture of the preceding 
age. That culture lasted a long time, as most dis- 
tinctly certified by the Tell-el-Amarna tablets, which 
still at the date of the late Eighteenth Dynasty of 
Egypt, the time of Akhenaton, were written in the 
cuneiform script and in the Babylonian tongue of a 
Palestinian dialect. 
August 9. 


Yesterday evening I_must needs go to Jerusalem 
to get more money to pay.more men for doing more 
work. That is the routine here. And carrying money 
through the bandit country is beginning to get a little 
bit on my nerves. However, like the fear of ghosts, 
this is probably altogether a ghostly fear. Neverthe- 
less a real bandit is no ghost whether in Chicago or 
in Southern. Palestine. We started away from the 
camp when the temperature was ninety-eight in the 
shade; but there was_such a delightful, cool breeze 
blowing in from the sea that we certainly had not 
suffered from the heat; but alas, when we reached 
the Beersheba road and started across the plain toward 
the hill country of Judea the air was » hot it was 
difficult to keep one’s eyes open. It felt as though 
we were passing in front of a furnace; but we con- 
soled ourselves with the thought that when we got 
up on the mountain it would be cool. Alas! For a 
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little while it was cool and then it got hotter. When 
we reached Jerusalem we found that the temperature 
for the day was 108. 

And now what about that palace or temple? That 
is just what we should like to know. It is impossible 
to know and probably we shall never know whether 
it was a palace of a temple; but it was a great build- 
ing om a grand scale with heavy walls and evidences 
of there having been elegance in it at some time. But 
completely pillaged. Some beautiful inlay work was 
found, indicating elegant furniture, and while the 
Canaanite goddess came out of this building, seem- 
ingly we found no other evidence of any religious 
character to the place. We found a very beautiful 
Hyksos scarab which accords with the age to which 
it belongs and is correct enough historically. A side- 
light on the morals or the dissipation that went 
with the place was a rather elegant dice set. 

At the very last some important historical object 
may yet appear; but it looks now as if we should be 
content with the book that the city is, as the books 
of Book Town. 

We begin this evening to transport the antiquities 
to Jerusalem for division by the Department of An- 
tiquities, when the portion left to us will be packed 
and shipped home to Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary. Next 
week we will clear up the surface of the tell, settle 
up with the owners of the ground, break up camp, and 
go home. 


KirJ ATH-SEPHER. 
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By Edith F. Norton 





-attend some open-air meetings. 











Whether our traveling has been of the Cook’s Tours or of the travel lecture variety, it is difficult for many of us 


to realize that a land so long appreciated for its art and noted for its progress can be 


Christian missionaries. But in Belgi 


so desperately in need of 


um, as elsewhere, it is strikingly true that culture and civilization, and even 
a form of religion, may exist side by side with the grossest spiritual darkness. 


In this article Mrs. Norton, 


who with her husband, Ralph C. Norton, conducts the work of the Belgian Gospel Mission, points out some of 
the things that may escape the eye of the casual observer, and that show the great need for a strong witness to 


the saving power of a living Christ. 


Gifts for the work of the Mission may be sent to Dr. Charles G. Trumbull, 


Treasurer, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Europe. Doubtless you have traversed Belgium, 

pausing for at least a short time to see those 
two gem cities of medieval architecture, Bruges and 
Ghent. At Antwerp and Brussels also you have 
found yourself charmed and fascinated by the life of 
tHe population, no less than by the art and archi- 
tecture which you have come so far to see. You find 
the Belgians industrious and seemingly sober; you 
think them uncommonly pleasure-loving and carefree, 
and perhaps you also believe them unusually devoted 
to their own religion, as you see them reverently 
kneeling in the great cathedrals, or threading their 
way, a long black-clad line of pilgrims, across the 
countryside. 2 ; 

So perchance you come back to America to 
say to your circle of acquaintances, and perhaps, 
alas, to a wider audience, “How preposterous to 
establish a missionary work in Belgium and to meddle 
with the religion that so satisfies its hardworking and 
contented inhabitants.” But if you are fair-minded, 
and open-minded as well, you will willingly accept 
the invitation of the Belgian Gospel Mission to make 
another tour of Belgium, this time in company with 
workers of the Mission, and the things that will here- 
with be recorded you will actually see with your 
own eyes, or else they will be related to you by these 
same trustworthy witnesses, many of whom are them- 
selves Belgians. é 

Your first surprising discovery will be the preva- 
lence of drunkenness. As you accompany your col- 
porteur companion through the small villages, he will 
say, “This is a drinking place, ... and this... and 
this.” You are astonished. To your inexperienced 
eye they are nothing but innocent-appearing small 
houses like the rest, perhaps bearing the small sign 
“Estaminet” oc “Herberg,’ or perhaps with no desig- 
nation at all. But the inhabitants of those small 
hamlets know where drink is to be found, and often, 
almost every other house is of this character. Then 


Yeu are a tourist returning from a visit to 


_ the colporteur goes on to tell you of the drinking 


habits of these people and how in many families of 
his acquaintance all the weekly wage goes for this 
and accompanying vices, the wives and mothers drink- 
ing along with their husbands. j 

Then other workers will tell you of the sad finish 
of pilgrimages and processions. In Bruges is held 
every- month of May the celebrated Fete of the Holy 
Blood, where that famous relic, said to be some of 
the very blood shed by Christ on the cross, is ex- 
posed and worshiped. Here after the devout have 
paid their devotions, they resort in thousands to the 


_ cafés and estaminets, and all-night-long orgy succeeds 


orgy. The most shocking scenes can be openly wit- 


nessed by any who care to see, and at daybreak, with 
heads reeling and pockets empty, the pilgrims return 
to their distant countryside. 

At Tongres-Notre Dame, to cite another case, our 
worker from near-by Ath, who has colported this 
region and who knows this superstitious village, scene 
of countless pilgrimages, will tell you that here scan- 
dalous things take place. This village contains a 
well-known shrine of the Virgin and attracts pil- 
grimages from far and near. “On Candlemas Day,” 
he tells you, “a great pilgrimage takes place at mid- 
night which attracts a great many people. They walk 
many miles, some of them with bare feet, their boots 
tied together and slung across their shoulders. After 
the midnight mass, after the pilgrims have accom- 
plished their vows, they indulge in orgies without 
limit. Men, women, and childre.. allow themselves 
to be mastered by passions of the most base kind. 
After being sated with their voluptuousness they be- 
gin their march home, often the husbands and wives 
drunk and the young people almost as bad.” 

Other workers will relate facts about moral condi- 
tions in this land that will inexpressibly sadden and 
astound. The high percentage of illegitimacy, the 
promiscuity that abounds, the problems of social ad- 
justment that confront us when conversion takes place, 
these things will prove a revelation to the hearer. 

But perhaps you are curious as to the reality and 
extent of the superstitions and spiritual darkness that 
we declare abound in the land. Other of the workers 
will proceed to inform you as to these. Visit with 
one such a few of the homes he would naturally visit 
in a tour of colportage. 

As you enter the large kitchen, which is the focal 
center of the whole house, you see on the walls 
numerous pictures and statues of saints, many set in 
small shrines. In the outer wali of the house as 
well, you have observed built-in shrines in which 
saints were ensconsed. The woman of the house will 
point out one statue which is gayly decorated with 
flowers. “Yes,” she says, “that is St. Anthony, he 
is my patron saint, and I pin all my hopes of salva- 
tion upon his intercession.” In another house you 
will see a similar shrine, but in this one the saint 
is in disgrace with his face turned toward the wall. 
The woman explains this: “We are punishing the 
saint,” she says, “because he did not answer our 
prayers.” 

So many saints, so many shrines to visit, which 
one shall be chosen to be the recipient of the bur- 
dened hearts’ requests? Some of the people have 
evolved a plan. In case of illness, for example, when 
it is a question of which shrine to visit to obtain heal- 
ing for the afflicted one, a piece of linen from the 
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undergarments of the sick one is put in a pail of 
water, at the same time pronouncing the name of a 
certain saint. If the linen does not sink, then that 
saint is not the one to invoke. Thereupon they begin 
again, pronouncing the name of another saint, and 
so on until the linen sinks; the name uttered at that 
time is the saint whose shrine must be visited, whether 
his shrine be far or near. 

At the shrine itself you will see wax effigies of 
different parts of the anatomy, which the pilgrims 
purchase to offer at the shrine. In many cases where 
all such means have failed to bring healing and the 
person has been later converted through the Gospel 
message, the Lord himself has brought healing to 
the afflicted in answer to his childlike faith. We have 
been much struck by many such incidents reported 
from the field, and it is confirmation of what Dr. 
Howard Taylor, of the China Inland Mission, was 
heard to say that when. the Gospel is introduced into 
a foreign field, these healings ..nd like signs are liable 
to occur as credentials of the message that is preached. 
Certainly it has been true on our field. 

Perhaps now our traveler-investigator wishes to 
He will, in many in- 
stances, be impressed’ by the quiet, prolonged atten- 
tion; but if a priest or nun should come along, then 
through their incitation the atmosphere may change. 
Perhaps it may be a village where St. Therese is 
greatly worshiped. Here as the open-air meeting is 
in progress, a group of women on pilgrimage come 
along and sto» te listen for a little. Then sensing 
that the cult of their saint is in danger, they begin 
to cry out, “Down with God, down with Jesus, it is 
Saint Therese that we need, it is she that answers 
our prayers.” These women may not be pilgrims on 
their own account, for in this land there are pro- 
fes.:onal pilgrims, who for hire carry out proxy- 
pilgrimages for those who desire such services. And 
as we think of the worship of this saint, we recall 
that a year ago thousands of devotees gathered from 
al over the world to Lisieux in France, at which time 
the corner stone was laid for a great Basilica to be 
erected in her honor. In solemn procession were 
carried to the Cathedral to be interred, and in future 
w rshiped by subsequent generations, the relics of this 
saint. Of what did they consist? A baby doll, a 
tea set, a slate, and a game! | 

We have our relics in Belgium also. You are 
shocked as they are recounted to you, for some of 
them are not only discreditable but also sacrilegious. 
Your colporteur guide will tell you what queer ideas 
the people have concerning prayer and the Word of 
God and how little reverence for names of deity. You 
will see “Holy Ghost Street,” and see a drinking, 
sporting place labeled ‘Holy Saviour." Concerning 
the Bible, he will tell you that often people say to 
him, “Oh, yes, I have heard of this book, it is a 
good thing to have in the house, as it chases away 
beetles and mice and is also a good book by which 
to tell fortunes.” In our tent meetings sometimes the 
leader is approached with the request that he go to a 
certain home to pray over the new baked bread or for 
the owner’s pigeons. . 

But what a joyful contrast awaits you when you go 
into a truly Christian home in this land! The idols 
are gone from the walls; put into a parcel they have 
been burned or buried, or thrown into the river. Now 
hymns of praise are heard from morning to night. The 
sweet songs of the Gospel, the blessed words of Scrip- 
ture, altogether unknown to them before, fill their 
hearts and overflow from their lips constantly. In 
the factories and shops the Christians carry their 
words of testimony and their hymn-singing. 

If you attend meetings at the different posts, you 
are stirred by what you witness. You hear testimonies 
such as this: “My wife tells me that my lifé has 
changed so much. Before I was always so indifferent 
at home and I swore, but all that has passed. Even 
in the factory when there is difficulty, I begin to sing 
and then everything is all right.” Or, from another, 
“IT used to be superst’ ious, afraid of everything, but 
that is over now. I am not afraid of anything.” And 
this from another, “I sing and pray all day, even at 
my work.” And you remark how their faces shine 
and with what zest they sing, and how near always 
are the tears to the surface. 

If you know of the daily lives of these converted 
ones, you know that many never enter the home of 
any relative or friend without boldly speaking of 
Christ. Often they employ their leisure time going 
about on voluntary colportage e rsions, and when a 
holiday arrives, it is a gre’ event when at some 
neighboring post of the Mission, from near and far, 
they may gather for a long satisfying day of prayer 
and praise. Such stories as you will hear there — of 
drunkards reclaimed, of broken homes re-established, 
yes, and of persecutions oft, and of trials occasioned 
by reason of their stand, but through it all will be 
the note of praise and rejoicing and. of glorying in 
the Word of God and ‘in the presence of the risen 
Lord in their midst. And we verily believe that you 
will end this tour of investigation by wishing most 
ardently that you yourself might have the high, the 
estimable privilege of being a missionary in Belgium! 

BrusseEts, BELGium. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
O happy home, where Thou art loved the dearest, 
Thou loving Friend and Saviour of our race, 
And where among the guests there never come 
One who can hold such high and honored place! 


O happy home, where Thou art not forgotten 
When joy is overflowing, full and free, _ 

O happy home, where every wounded spirit 
Is brought, Physician, Comforter, to Thee. 


—Carl J. P. Spitta. 
The Practical Aim 
To show the advantages of being the child of a 
Christian home in a Christian land. 


The Historical Setting 

Herod died in the spring of 3 B. C. Our Lord 
was born some months before that. John was six 
months older (Luke 1:36). Therefore his birth took 
place in the earlier part of 4 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 

Verse 5.—Herod, the king. This was Herod the 
Great who was made king of Judea by Mark Antony 
37 B. C, and who died 4 B. C. Very little is really 
known ‘of the origin of the family. The earliest 
known of their ancestors was a man named Antipater. 
He was a man of wealth and capacity and was made 
governor of Idumza by Alexander Jannzus. This 
was one of the Hasmonean princes, descendants of 
the Maccabees. He reigned from 104 to 78 B. C. Antip- 
ater’s son, who bore the same name, first appears 
in history on the death of Alexandra who was the 
widow of Alexander Jannzus already mentioned. 

It is not clear what was the nationality of the 
Herods. Josephus speaks of Herod the Great as an 
Idumzan, and so regards him as half Jew. 

‘Herod was a good king up to a point, and well 
knew how to manage the Jews. He suppressed in- 
surrection with merciless severity, yet he was never 
guilty of religious persecution. He was munificent to 
the people. When famine came hé stripped his palace 
of gold and silver to buy corn. He seems to have 
been entirely irreligious, yet he respected the Jewish 
faith and used his influence with the Emperor Au- 
gustus to obtain privileges for the Jews in many parts 
of the world. He was physically strong, brave, and 
a skillful soldier. He had the strong lusts and pas- 
sions of an Oriental despot. 

As he grew older both his suspicions and his cruelty 
increased. He caused three of his sons to be put to 
death. A short time before his death, he caused the 
leaders of a Jewish outbreak to be burned alive. In 
many respects he may be compared to King Henry 
VIII of England. 

Of the course of Abia. This was the eighth of 
the twenty-four courses into which the priests were 
divided for the Temple services (1 Chron. 24:10). 
These courses took duty for a week each. 

His wife was of the daughters of Aaron. So that 
John the Baptist was of priestly descent through both 
parents. 

Verse 58.—Cousins, Kinsfolk. 

Verse 50.—On the eighth day. 
21:4. They called. Imperfect tense. “They began 
to call.” “They wished to call.” Compare Matthew 
3:14 for this use of the imperfect. The names of 
children were given at circumcision because at the 
original institution of that rite the names of Abram 
and Sarai were changed to Abraham and Sarah (Gen. 
17:5, 15). ; 

Verse 60.—He shall bé called. Elisabeth had long 
before been told by her husband of the vision and 
the circumstances connected with it. ‘His communi- 
cations with his wife were necessarily by writing 
during these months, 

Verse 62—They made signs. The natural inference 
is that Zacharias was deaf as well as dumb. 

Verse 63—A writing table. This was a tablet 
smeared with wax on which they wrote by making 
scratches with a style. 

They marvelled. This also points to the conclusion 
that Zacharias was deaf. There would be nothing 
wonderful in his acceding to his wife’s suggestion if 
he had heard it. It was the coincidence between them 
that was a matter of wonder. 

Verse 66.—.4nd the hand of the Lord was with him. 
This is a remark answered by the evangelist himself, 
not a further saying of the speakers in the sentence 
before. This kind of parenthesis is a striking char- 
acteristic of Luke’s style, and it is common both to 


Compare Genesis 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 122. 
imary Topic : elning to Make Our Homes Good. 
Lesson Material: Luke 1: 5-80. 
Memory Verse: They were both righteous before God.— 
Luke 1 : 6a, 
Junior Topic: Helping to Make Our Homes Good. 
Lesson Material: Luke 1: 5-80. 
Memory Verse: They were both righteous before God.— 
Luke 1 : 6a. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: What I Owe te My Home. 
= for Young People and Adults: What Makes a Home 
hristian? 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1:5, 6, 57-66, 76-80 
1:5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, 
a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: 
and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name 

was Elisabeth. 

6 And they were both righteous before Ged, waiking in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less. 


57 Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be 
delivered; and she brought forth a son. 

58 And her neighbours and her cousins heard hew the 
Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced 
with her. 

58 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child; and they called him Zach- 
arias, after the name of his father. 

@ And his mother answered and said, Net so; but he 
shall be called John. 

61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred 
that is called by this name. 

62 And they made signs to his father, how he would 
have him called. 

63 And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, 
His name is John. And they marvelled all. 

6 And his mouth was opened immediately, 
tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God. 

6S And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: 
and all these sayings were noised abroad throughout all 
the hill country of Judea. 

66 And all they that heard them laid them up in their 
hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! And 
the hand of the Lord was with him. 


76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord 
to prepare his ways; 

717 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by 
the remission of their sins, . 

78 Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the 
dayspring from on high hath visited us, 

79 To give light to them that sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 


and his 


ce. 
80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and 
was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel. 








the third Gospel and to the Acts. This affords one 
of the evidences that both books were written by the 
same author. 


Verse 76.—The face of the Lord. It is not neces- 
sary to interpret this of the Messiah. It may be said 
of God whose people Israel was. But it is far more 
natural surely to apply it to the Messiah especially 
in connection with Matthew -1:21. The believing 
Christian will certainly not hesitate so to do. 

Verse 78—Tender mercy. Literally, the “bowels 
of mercy.” The bowels including the whole intestines 
were regarded as the seat of emotion. In a way this 
is more natural than our English use of the word 





What Shall This Child Be? 
By Amos R. Wells 


pUeasere and Zacharias, what shall this 
child be? Asecond Moses? new Elias? That 
shall this child be? What happy prospects rest upon 
this little, blessed, coming John! Wondrous ques- 
tioning to con— What shall this child be? Father, 
mother, any year, what shall your child be? Pales- 
tine, or now and here, what shall your child be? 
All the hopes and glories wait, future of the home 
and state, for the answer, mean o great: What 
shall your child be? As you trust and as you pray, 
this shall your child be. As you live from day to 
day, this shall your child be. As the parents haply 
are, lost in fog or following star, stumbling near 
or seeking far, this shall their child be. Ask of 
every baby born, What shall this child be? Ask 
in hope and notin scorn, What shall this child be? 
Though he lie in poorest cot, heir of earth’s 
obscurest lot, ve the Baptist, like as not, —that 
the child may be! 











“heart” for the same thing. It is one of the strong 
expressions of the love of God which frequently occur 
in the Old Testament. 

Dayspring from on high. This is the Septuagint 
rendering for the Hebrew word “branch” or “sprout” 
(Isa. 11:1; Zech. 3:8; 6:12). It then came to mean 
“that which springs up or rises” and so “light” (com. 
Psa. 19:5). 

Verse 79.—To give light (com. Isa. 9:2; 49:9).. 

Verse 80.—This gives a conclusion very similar in 
form to those in 2:40 ahd 2:52. It marks probably 
the termination of that record of the birth of the 
Baptist which Luke had hitherto been transcribing. 


A Lesson Outline ; 
1. Faith’s exercise. 
_ 2. Faith’s reward. 
3. The home atmosphere created by faith. 


Golden Topics 


The special subject proposed for our study in this 
lesson is the influence of a pious home. So note: ~ 


1. This Jewish couple recognized the hand of God 
in all the details of-their lives. Compare verse 58— 
“The Lord had shewed great mercy upon her.” 


a. Naturally this came about because they were 
people who prayed about everything (see v. 13). 


3. It was to be an abstainer’s home, at least as far 
as the child was concerned (v. 15). 


4. Their lives were blameless. This does not mean 
that they were not sinners, but it shows that they 
scrupulously observed the Law. In other words to 
put the same thing into modern dress, the Bible was 
their rule of life. ss 


5. As they had both borne disappointment with 
prayerful patience, so they overflowed with hymns of 
praise when the special cause for thanksgiving was 
at last vouchsafed to them. The hymn of praise of 
Zacharias shows that the old man’s mind was steeped 
in the language and thought of God’s Word. 


6. Incidentally it is worth noticing how many of the 
lives that came into intimate contact with the nativity 
of our Lord broke forth into singing. There are four 
of these that we may call songs of the sunrise in these 
two chapters. : 


7. Note that here, as in the lesson for September 
14, we get the glorious truth that God has a plan 
prepared for every life. 


, 8. John was filled with the Holy Ghost even from 
his mother’s womb. Here is strong encouragement 
for Christian parents-to ask and receive the salvation 
of their children. In this narrative there is abundant 
warrant for Christian parents to exercise far more 
faith than we often do in regard to our children’s sal- 
vation. : 


Final Word 


Fil! Thou my life, O Lord my God, 
In every part with praise, 

That my whole being may proclaim 
Thy being and Thy ways. 

Not for the lip of praise alone, 
Nor e’en the praising heart, 

I ask, but for a life made up 
Of praise in every part; 


Praise in the common words I speak, 
Life’s common looks and tones; 
In intercourse at hearth or board 
With my beloved ones; 
Not in the temple courts alone, 
Where holy voices chime, 
But in the silent paths of earth, 
The quiet rooms of time. —H. Bonar. 


TuNsBRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
td 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY study Zacharias and Elisabeth first in our 
New Testament series of~biographies ? 
2. Is it probable that Zacharias and Elisabeth had 
any expectation of a son? 
3. Like whose condition 
theirs? In what respects? ; 
4. Was there anything out of the ordinary in the 
duties of Zacharias on the day of the announcement ? 


in the Old Testament was 


























































































































































































































Lesson for October 5 


5. Name ‘some of the supernatural events connected 
with the birth of John. ay, 

6. What evidence is there. that Zacharias was deaf, 
as well as dumb, after the angel’s visit? 

7. Of what other children does Scripture say that they ~ 
were “filled with the Holy Ghost from their mother’s 
womb” besides this John? 

8. What words of Gabriel’s in announcing John’s com- 
ing birth are echoed in the Lord Jesus’ own later? 

9. What indicates one of the ways in which Luke got 
the facts contained in his first chapter? 

10. In what respect was the preparation of John for 
his special task like that of Moses for his? 

11. In what respect was the parentage of John like 
that of Samuel? ~ 

12, What strong evidence is there that John had faith- 
ful training in the Scriptures? 

13. In what sense has every Christian a John the 
Baptist commission to announce the presence of the Lord? 
Answer with Scripture. 





‘i Answers to Last. Week’s Questions 


~ . 
The answers to the lesson questions of the. preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


% ' 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MartERIALs: Books, music, pictures, a beauti- 
ful dish, and piece of linen. A Bible. 











VERY one of you has an ideal. home pictured in 
your mind. Perhaps we would all differ on many 
things that it should contain, but on several we might 
ree. 
 Pidet, we would want books. It would not be a 
home to me without books. Then I would want 
music. To somebody else the most important thing 
might be fine pictures. And some .people I know 
spend largely for fine linens and lovely dishes. Then 
there are those who spend fortunes on wonderful 
furnishings, in their endeavor to. make a home. 

Now suppose a family has all these things, a taste- 
fully furnished house, good books, music, paintings, 
fine linens, and china. But something is wrong. It 
isn’t a home; it is only a house where they sleep, and 
entertain when they are not being entertained at some 
equally beautiful and luxurious house. 

What is the matter? What is missing? Some 
one says perhaps there is no Bible. Oh, yes, there 
is, a beautifully bound one on the library shelf. But 
it is a closed Bible. Nobody ever opens it. Nobody 
ever thinks of reading it. 

The one thing necessary to make our homes Chris- 
tian is the open Bible, a worn and studied Bible, a 
tear-stained Bible, the Book around which the family 
gather for worship and teaching. 

Is your house a real home? 


Mount Hermon, CAL. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Matrimonial Advice.—Zacharias . . . Elisabeth. 
And they were both righteous before God, ... 
blameless (vs. 5, 6). It so happens that as I take 
up the writing of this note I have a letter from a 
young woman who has two lovers, one a Jew, “cul- 
tured and polished and good-looking,” and the other 
a Gentile, “uncultured,” but a fine athlete and a reg- 
ular fellow “with no religion.” She says she is a 
Christian girl, and both want to marry her, and 
both are well able to provide for her. She has “prayed 
much about it.” Has written to Mother Ruth. 
Mother Ruth apparently failed ‘to help her. Don’t 
know whether she tried Dorothy Dix or not! At 
any rate, as a last resort, she seems to have come 
to me. What would you have told her? I have 
written her quite fully, stressing the great importance 
of a genuine Christian home. What such a home 
means for the happiness and well-being of the future. 
I told her Mother Ridgway said this to her sons, 
“Boys, be sure to marry your own kind of folks.” 
This good advice would save her from apologies _and 
mortification. I referred her to Paul, 2 Corinthians 
6:14, who was a very wise man in such a matter. 
I advised her, on the other hand, not to marry the 
athlete unless he could say with Ruth, “Thy God my 
God” (Ruth 1:16). If he does not love you enough 
to accept Christ he does not love you at all. The 
brand of love he lays at your -feet:is called here in 
Coatesville “puppy love.” Real love makes prisoner 
of the lover. And please notice this, no matter how 
exalted, no matter how humble the couple may be, 
when Christ is made a third party to a marriage 
contract, there is sure to result a perfect home, and out 
of such a home there can by its very nature come noth- 
- ing but that which is best and loveliest. Nearly all of 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327.._Nerth Thirteenth. Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents:a copy. or $1 a dozen. 
- October. 5.—Zachavias:- and Elisabeth. (Life im a...... 
Pious Jewish Home.) .............s.00-e005 Luke 1: 5-8 
2. October 12.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus. (An Ex- 
ample of Motherhood.) 
Luke 2: 15-19; John 2: 1-5; 19: 25-27 
3. October 19.—Simeon and Anna. (The Insight of the 
PUES. WRONG). osc avees oriccssovcevecésewnd Luke 2 : 29-39 
4. October 26:—World’s Temperance Sunday. (Spiritual 
Weapons in a World War.) .......... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
5. November 2.—Simon Peter. (From Weakness to 
Strength.) , 
Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22 : 31-34; John 18 : 25-27; 21 : 15-17 
6. November 9.—Thomas. (The Honest Doubter.) 
John 11 : 14-16; 14: 5-8; 20: 24-29; 21:1, 2 
y. November 16.—The Believing Centurion. (A Gentile 


— 


whose Faith Jesus Commended.) ..... Matthew 8: 5-13 
8 November 23.—The Rich Young Ruler. (Refusing 

a Life of Sacrificial Service.) ......... Mark 10: 17-27 
9. November 30.—Zacchzus the Publican. (A Business 

Meats Converted.) sciscccccccccccccccscccsecccs Luke 19 : 1-10 
10. December 7.—Stephen. (An Early Interpreter of 

Christiadnity:) <secccccecscciccccdcscecs Acts 6%1 to 7: 60 
11. December 14.—Saul of Tarsus. (How a Pharisee be- 

came a Christian.) .......... beesBeocdocce Acts 22: 3-15 
1z, December 21.—Timothy. (The Influence of Home 
‘ Training.) 


Acts 16: 1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 3 : 14-16 
r 


Christraas ) Oe MET CETCC LET COPEL CTT eee Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 28.—Review. (The Pattern of Christian 
Living.) 








our great men come from such homes, mostly the 
humble: ones. And vice versa. That is what I told 
the young woman. Told her also, “Just as good 
fish in the sea as have been caught,” also, “Lots of 
worse things than spinsterhood,’ as many a heavy- 
hearted wife will agree. Was I right? 


Naming the Baby.—TJhey called him Zacharias, 
after the name of his father. And his mother answered 
and said, Not so; but he shall be called John (vs. 59, 
60). The naming of the baby is always an important 
event in the family. Many a fellow has felt, well — not 
too kindly toward those who gave him the name he had 
to bear through life. One family I knew had the 
theory that any children that came to them should 
have the privilege of choosing their own names when 
old enough. It happened there came four boys, and 
they were named temporarily in the order of their 
advent Primus, Secundus, Tertius, and Quartus. This 
is Latin for first, second, third, and fourth. When 
these boys grew up they did not think they could 
improve upon their names. “Pri,” “Sec,” “Tert,” and 
“Quart” were quite as good as Bill, Sam, Jack, and 
Jake, out on the ball field (Prov. 22:1). Speaking 
of naming the baby, I am wondering if the old- 
fashioned Bible names of our Puritan forebears can 
be much improved upon. They went a little too 
far for beauty when they rang in the virtues and 
graces for their girls. Faith, Hope, Charity, Prudence, 
and the like. But what names can equal Mary, Eliza- 
beth, Sara, Naomi, Ruth, Rachel,- Anna, and the like? 
When it comes to men, John, James, Andrew, Paul, 
Peter, Caleb, Moses, Aaron, and the like. All these 
Bible names mean something. “William” does not 
mean anything, like many others. Yes, I know the 
dictionary puts it down “Conqueror,” but that is be- 
cause he was the chaptwho at Hastings conquered 
England that then was. Many a man has been handi- 
capped by his name. Not so much so the girl, for she 
can change hers. We say Thomas Jones and Mrs. 
Thomas Jones, and never Ophelia Smith and Mr. 
Smith. Did you ever see such in a hotel register? 
Note that “they” did not name the baby. Mother 
named the baby. When our baby girl came I said, 
“Her name shall be Mary after her mother.” Mother 
said, “Her name shall be Isabel.” So we compromised, 
split the difference, and called her Isabel! You needn’t 
grin, you did the same, like as not. Well, who has a 


better right to name the baby? It’s hers, isn’t it? - 


So she called him John. What better name than 
John? 


Town and Country.—And the child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts (v. 80). 
A man who claims to know says the word “desert” 
gives a wrong idea to an American. The Bible desert 
refers to \territory outside of a city. Fertile Chester 
and Lancaster counties would be deserts to Phila- 
delphia. A modern translation might be, “The child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit in the country.” 
Now we're off! Town versus Country. In the Iron 
Rose Class the town artisan and mill man will claim 
that butter, eggs, and milk with garden sass are 
all too high. The farmer lads/will come back with 
“big wages, slow workers, expensive feed, high taxes, 
poor crops, and low prices for hay, corn, and wheat.” 
“Yes,” cry the town workers, “every mother’s son 
of you is riding on rubber, and they aren’t Henrys 
either.” “Well, so do you!” And there you are. 
As the Frenchman said, “Better to live at Nancy 
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and have Paris to go to than to live at Paris and 
have nowhere to go to.” So some of us think it is 
better to live at Squedunk and have Metropolis to go 
to. John was a product. of the. countryside, and he 
and the “little people” knew. each other, like Kipling’s 
Mowgli. Here are some of John’s friends. (Prov. 
30: 24-28), put right here in the Book. Our boys 
and girl were ‘born and are being raised on a five 
hundred acre farm belonging to their uncle. They 
think they are running the big farm and do their 
thinking and planning in terms of the farmer, and 
to their mother’s distress, sometimes in ‘the strong 
language of the hired man! Did you ever ride a 
tractor pulling a big gang plow turning the rich brown 
soil? Did you ever climb a cherry tree and risk 
your neck to get the big cluster of dead ripe cherries 
away up at the top? Did you ever roll up sleeves 
and pantaloons and wade the creek for suckers? Well, 
this is the way to wax strong in body and spirit in 
the desert — afraid of nawthin’ ! 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


ne 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dolter is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and. two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet Ro the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The seat | School Times three 
full months- in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that. portion 
of Oe jee " text indicated in the lesson list after the 
wor “ in a - 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


Not Possibility, But Reality.—Fear not, Zacharias: 
for thy prayer is heard (v. 13). A Christian woman 
was in financial need. She had been talking a good 
deal to the Lord about it. Her income that month 
had been thirty dollars. She is a warm personal 
friend of the Times staff, and she says she quoted to 
the Lord, one day, from a clipping she had in her 
Bible, made long ago from the Times: ‘We seldom 
pray with real confidence for anything, to the realiza- 
tion of which we cannot imagine a way.” She began 
praying for the impossible, asking the Lord for ‘thirty 
dollars more. The next morning the mail brought her 
a certain envelope, and she writes the Editor about it 
as follows: “I opened the envelope when my husband 
and I were at breakfast, and my eyes began to feel 
queer, so that I had to wink fast, and there was a big 
lump in my throat.” The envelope contained a check 
for $32.84. “And instantly there was a little prayer in 
my heart, ‘O dear heavenly Father, I just can’t thank 
you enough!’ Why, it just seemed as if the Lord were 
standing right by my table!” Yes,—but why say, 
“as if the Lord were’? For the Lord was! And he 
had been standing right alongside when she had asked 
him for the impossible—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emma S. Keller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


s 

Who Has the Right of Way?—For thou shalt go 
before the face of .the. Lord .to.prepare his ways (v. 
76). Are you willing to be a highway over which 
Jesus ‘Christ shall come to your town and into the 
lives of your friends and neighbors? Right of way 
costs something. When President Garfield was shot, 
he was taken to an isolated house where he could have 
absolute quiet and rest in his fight for life, and a 
special railway was constructed to facilitate the bring- 
ing of doctors, nurses, and loved ones to his bedside. 
The engineers laid out the line to cross a farmer’s 
front yard, but he refused to grant the right of way 
until they explained to him that it was for the Presi- 
dent, when he exclaimed, “That is different. Why, if 
that railroad is for the President, you can run it right 
through my house.” Are you willing to give Him 
right of way across your front yard? It may run 
right through some of your plans, or social engage- 
ments, or business appointments. But will you give 
Him the right of way?—From the Michigan Chris- 
= Advocate. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
ing. 


Only the Saviour Saves.—To give knowledge of 
salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins 
(v. 77). Here is a city perishing from thirst. A 
great reservoir lies on a hilltop above. Here is a 
connecting main through which the water rushes from 
the reservoir to the city below. The dwellers in that 
city are saved by the reservoir of water, through the 
pipe which leads down from it. People are never 
saved from thirst by empty pipes. They are saved 
by the waier through the pipes. A man might have 
all the faith in the world, but if there were no God 
in whom to“have faith all his faith would be vain. 
Faith is the supreme condition to receiving salvation; 
but it is not the Saviour. Wherefore salvation is 
from God, in Christ, through faith—From Christ Life. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 
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He Knew the Contrast.—T 0 give light 
to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace (v. 79). A converted 
Indian chief was exceedingly fervent in 
his prayers and praises during worship, 
and very generous in his kindness’ and 
gifts to the missionary and his work. 
The missionary asked the Indian why he 
was so jubilant in his devotions and so 
lavish in his gifts. The convert made 
this pathetic reply, “Ah, you have never 
been in the darkness!”—lrom Bible 
Champion. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, 
San Anselmo, Cal. 


When to Begin to Shine.—TJo give 
light (v. 79). A young man who had 
heard the Gospel accepted it. A short 
while after this, a Christian teacher asked 
him: “What have you done for Christ 
since you believed?” ‘He replied, “Oh, 
I’m a learner.” “Well,” said the ques- 
tioner, “when you light a candle do you 
light it to make it more comfortable or 
to have it give light?” He replied, “To 
give light.” “Do you expect it to give 
light after it is half burned, or when you 
first light it?” He replied, “As soon 
as I light it.’ “Very well,” was the 
reply, “go and do thou likewise; begin 
at once.” Shortly afterward there were 
fifty more Christians in town as a result 
of the man’s work.—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by J, A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Spiritual Orphans.—They were both 
righteous before God (Golden Text). 
The Pathfinder points out the astounding 
fact that of all the children in our or- 
phan asylums, only five percent are actu- 
ally orphans. Thirty percent of them 
are half orphans, while sixty-five percent 
have both parents living! Let the advo- 
cates of loose marriage ties figure that 
out and tell us what condition we shall 
be in when people get away altogether 
from the Bible view of marriage—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Las’ Minute Righteousness.— And they 
were both righteous before God (Golden 
Text). “Fac’ is,” said Uncle Solomon, 
“dat lots ob folks specs to put on holiness 
when dey goes to Heaben same’s dey 
puts on dar bes’ clo’es when dey goes 
to meetin’ —jes’ de las’ minute ’fore 
startin’. But I tells ye nobody ain’t 
gwine to put on no good clo’es when de 
bell rings ’less he’s been hustlin’ round 
week days an’ got somé ready; an’ it’s 
de same wid de robe ob righteousness. I 
don’t believe it’s waitin’ jes’ outside de 
gate fer nobody what didn’t take de trou- 
ble to fit his soul wid it here.”—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Ww 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast established 
us in families, with duties and privileges 
that belong to us as children and as parents. 
Teach us, we pray thee, so to manage our 
homes that they shall be centers of biessing 
to the family, and to all those who come 
into touch with our family life. May our 
preparation for parenthood be founded in 
obedience to thee in all things. May right- 
eousness be the law and the delight of our 
household, and may we seek to honor thee 
in all our doings. In the name of thy Son, 
our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Mother was tired. 
Father was troubled about his business 
because of hard times. The sun was 
shining, the day was lovely; but there 
wasn’t much sunshine around the break- 
fast table. Joe said the oatmeal was too 
thin. Betty pushed away the cream — 
sour, she said. Little Doris, who couldn’t 
read, looked hard at a new card that 
had been hung up in the dining room 
the night before. “Daddy, what does 
that say?” she asked. Daddy looked up, 
and read: “Christ is the Head of this 
house; the unseen Host at every meal; 
the silent Listener to every conversation.” 
“T didn't know that,” said Doris. Mother 
and Father looked at each other. Said 
Mother, “What a lovely day!” And 





his oatmeal. 
wasn’t sour after all! 
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together this bright morning.” Joe ate 
Betty tasted the cream. It 
And after break- 
fast came prayers. Did all this really 
happen? Well, something like it has hap- 
pened again and again. How about your 
home? Is it the Zacharias and Elisabeth 
kind? What are you doing to make it 
so? Let us pray. 





TWO QUESTIONS 


WHAT | vo Yor MY HOME 


MY ANSWER ? 














Lesson Hymns 
“I Would Be Like Jesus.” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour.” 
“We Would See Jésus.” 
“We've a Story to Tell.” 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be.” 


Me 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





Tue Law or ASSOCIATION.— 
Ideas which are learned together 
tend to recur together. 











HE lesson associates the two names 

of Zacharias and Elisabeth, and of 
course we necessarily associate their 
names with that of their son, the fore- 
runner of the Lord. However, the asso- 
ciation of their names suggests some- 
thing very practical for our~day which 
may be brought here in the nature of an 
association with their conjoined names. 
It is suggested in these words of Eder- 
sheim: “Such a household as that of 
Zacharias and Elisabeth would have all 
that was beautiful in the religion of the 
time: devotion toward God; a home of 
affection and purity; reverence toward 
all that was sacred in things divine and 
human; ungrudging, self-denying, loving 
charity to the poor; the tenderest regard 
for the feelings of others, so as not to 
raise a blush or to wound their hearts; 
above all, intense faith and hope in the 
higher and better future of Israel.” 












Aurry, we'll mi: 
the B10” y 











Daddy spoke up, “I’m glad we could be 









“John, if you don't *7$g 
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The home association, in short, is sug- 
gested by this linking of their names} 
and while not losing sight of their re- 
lation to the Lord and his purposes as 
worked out in their lives, it is good to 
see in this religious home relationship the 
heart preparation for the great honor 
God bestowed upon them. And not the 
least of this was the recognition that, 
after all, the home was not complete so 
long as the little child was withholden 
from it. “For many a year this must 
have been the burden of Zacharias’ 
prayer; the burden also of reproach that 
Elisabeth seemed always to carry with 
her.” Edersheim beautifully sets forth 
the state of this childless home which 
refused to reckon itself selfishly fortu- 
nate thus: “They had waited together 
these many years, till in the evening of 
life the flower of hope had closed its 
fragrant cup; and still the two sat to- 
gether in the twilight, content to wait in 
loneliness, till night would close around 
them.” 


HuntInopon, Pa, 
we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


R EAD the first chapter of Luke. Help 
the class to see the connection be- 
tween the lessons we had from the Old 
Testament and the ones we are to have 
from the New Testament. Show that 
the whole Bible is given to show us the 
Lord Jesus—the Earth Blesser. 

The class will remember that the 
Lord’s people sinned so against him that 
he permitted them to be carried to Baby- 
lon as captives. After a time they were 
allowed to come back to their beloved 
land, and the Lord left them there, hav- 
ing all sorts of ups and downs, while 
he seemed not to be thinking of them 
at all. He did not send them any mes- 
sage for over three hundred years. But 
the Lord never forgets his promises. He 
had not for a moment forgotten his 
promise to Abraham about sending the 
Earth Blesser into the world. The New 
Testament tells how God kept this won- 
derful promise. 

We are to learn this week about a 
priest named Zacharias and his wife 
Elisabeth who lived in the hill country 
of the land of Judah. Who can tell 
what kind of people Zacharias and Elisa- 
beth were? They were old people now, 


and no little boys or girls had ever come 








‘FT pest in the Lord, 
» and wait patient- 
ly for Him:” 

“Wait, I say, on the 
LORD.” Psalme 37:7 & 27:14 











Let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord” 
Sones James 1:% 
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to gladden their country home. Zach- 
arias took turns with the other priests 
in the Temple service. ‘His duty was 
to burn incense in the Temple. 

One day as he was standing by the 
altar, he saw an angel of the Lord stand- 
ing on the right side of the altar. Who 
can tell how Zacharias felt when he saw 
the angel? The angel spoke very kindly 
to him, and told him some very won- 
derful news. No doubt Zacharias and 
Elisabeth had asked God for a son. The 
angel said his prayer was answered, and 
that God was going to give them a little 
son, and that they should call him John. 
Then the angel said the best thing about 
John that could ever be said of anyone: 
“He shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord.” He said, too, that John should 
not drink wine nor strong drinks, but 
always be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even when a baby and a little boy grow- 
ing up. 

Now John was to be a very wonderful 
person, and he had a wonderful work to 
do. He was to turn many of the chil- 
dren of Israel to the Lord, and to tell 
the people to get ready for the coming 
of the Lord Jesus, their King. 

We know that the angel could not 
have told Zacharias any news that -would 
have gladdened his dear old heart like 
this, and yet he was like we are some- 
times, when we wrongfully say, “That 
is too good to be true,” just as if any- 
thing were too good for God to do for 
us, since he has given us his beloved 
Son. Perhaps the faithful old priest had 
long prayed for just such a lovely bless- 
ing, and when the angel said his prayer 
was answered, his faith failed to receive 
God’s blessing joyfully, and he asked, 
“Whereby shall I know this?” The 
Lord’s messenger answered, “I am 
Gabriel, that stand. in the ‘presence of 
God; and am sent ... to shew thee 
these glad tidings.” 

Because Zacharias had not believed 


by being made dumb until the promise 
of God was fulfilled. Ask the children 
how they would feel to hear some won- 
derful news and to be dumb and not able 
to tell it. Well, that #% how Zacharias 
felt when he met the people as he left 
the Temple. Of course, all who saw him 
knew that he had heard or seen some- 
thing unusual in the Temple. 

He must have written all about the 
angel’s message for Elisabeth to read. 
For when the little boy came, she knew 
that he was to be called John. As soon 
as Zacharias wrote the name that God 
had given his son for others to read, he 
was able to talk once more, and he 
praised God for visiting his people, and 
keeping the promise made to Abraham 
in giving’ a Saviour to the people, and 
in sending the little boy John to tell them 
of the coming King. P 

Perhaps Zacharias and Elisabeth did 
not live to hear John preach. But we 
believe that they told him what the Lord 
had sent him to do. For John always 
understood his work. And once he heard 
God’s voice telling him who the Saviour 
was. 

Repeat the Memory Verse: “They 
were both righteous before God” (Luke 
1:6a). Explain to the class that: for 
Zacharias and Elisabeth to: be. righteous, 
they must keep many laws, and offer 
many sacrifices, all pointing to our Lord 
and Saviour who has made a perfect 
offering of himself for us. And, if we. 
trust him, he will give us his own right- 
eousness. 

Curnton, S. C. 


' Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The God of the Christian home: 
(1) The father. 
(2) The mother. 
(3) The child. 
Tipe the pages some five hun- 
dred years from our study of Jonah 


to this one of Zacharias and Elisabeth, 
we may still find our greatest profit 











in centering our thoughts around what 



































God’s message at once he was punished - 
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Lesson for October 5 


we can find about God himself through 
these representative men and women of 
the New Testament. We shall soon 
find ourselves in the full light of “the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” This will mean 
far richer findings for us than we could 
have in the study of the days before the 
Saviour came. But even as we study 
the men and women who saw him, walked 
and talked with him, our richest study 
will be to see him through them, seeking 
him as we company with them, taking 
knowledge of them as “they had been 
with Jesus.” 

This initial event, in point of time, in 
the New Testament, takes us into a 
home — not into a king’s palace or a 
governor’s court. When God would re- 
veal himself most clearly he began that 
revelation in a home, through the family 
group there. He was and is the God 
of:the home, the family — interested in, 
concerning himself with these primal re- 
lations, using this family life through 
which to bring about his supreme will 
for all the world’s salvation. Does this 
not make home glorious in its possibili- 
ties, in God’s hands? Girls of this day 
are likely to think of home as a dull, 
drab place of no excitement or thrill, 
only the necessary background for the 
life they continually seek away from 
home. Can you help your girls to re- 
alize the beautiful possibilities of their 


own homes through this story of God in 


the home of Zacharias and Elisabeth? 
(1) What, then, do we see in this 
* 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





ZACHARIAS and ELISABETH 
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father whom God could trust with the 
rearing of such a child as God wanted 
John the Baptist to be? We find him 
first in the house of worship, faithful 
to his appointed duties there, slow of faith 
but entirely loyal when once committed, 
obedient to the last detail of what he 
had learned was God’s way and will. 
We read his firm faith in God through 
his song as well as his acceptance of 
God’s’ plan to save men through the 
promised Saviour. Is this not remark- 
able’ open-mindedness in a Jewish priest 
ot that day, indicating also a truly loving 
heart? Can you, through this father’s 
example, help some girl of yours to be 
lovingly patient with an old father who 
may seem “slow” to her quick ways of 
youth; to be grateful for a God-fearing 
father and to honor him in his own 
loyalty of life? 

(2) There is one note above all the 
beautiful things revealed concerning 
Elisabeth that will interest your girls — 
that she was one of those older women 
whom younger ones found “understand- 
ing.” It is true that the angel revealed 
to Mary that Elisabeth, too, was expect- 
ing a son as a direct gift from God, but 
Mary “arose in those days, and went 

. with haste, and entered into the 
house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisa- 
beth” on her own account —she knew 
this elderly cousin of hers would receive 
and believe her, would “understand,” as 
girls have always longed to be under- 
stood by their friends, and especially by 
their elders. Note how Elisabeth 
strengthened Mary’s faith (Luke 1: 42- 
45), making her so happy that she stayed 
with her cousin-friend for three*months. 
Can you help your girls to imagine what 
those months were to both those ex- 
pectant mothers—the older and_ the 
younger one? Can you be such a friend 
to some girl of yours, who longs for 
“understanding”?, There are so many 
whose mothers fail them just there! 


Home Study 


Lack of space here, and probably lack 
of time in your class, will place the 
study of the child of such a home in the 
week days following the Sunday lesson. 
See what your girls can bring to class, 
for your noting, under (3) “The Child 
of This Home.” What God did with and 
through that son is another glorious rev- 
elation of God. 


Decatur, Ga. 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be, found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YoutTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTiAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten wéeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How many miraculous events can 
you name in connection with the birth 
of John the Baptist? 

2. What angel was it that spoke to 
Zacharias? 


3. To whom else did this same angel 
carry a message? 

4. Why did Zacharias want a son? 

5. How do you know he had been pray- 
ing about it? < 

6. What sign or proof did the angel 
give Zacharias? 


7. From Zacharias’ prayer of - praise, 
which do you think made him happier, 


the gift of a son or the fact that this 
son was to prepare the way for the Mes- 
siah? 


Say, Fellows — 


‘Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Well born. 

Discussion: Let the fellows name the 
various advantages they would choose 
to start life with; then lead them to see 
eternal values. 

Objective: Living in the power of a 
son of God. 














AY, fellows, do you know what it 

is to be well born? Maybe you have 
not thought much about that; but it is 
very important. 

“But,” I hear you say, “what has ‘a 
fellow got to do with his birth?” And 
it would seem that of all things one 
cannot be held accountable for, the selec- 
tion of his own parents is that thing, 
However, let us see if we are altogether 
free from responsibility in the matter. 
We may be able to make a very wonder- 
ful and inspiring discovery along this 
line — one that will cause us to praise 
God and rejoice in it all the rest of our 
lives. 

There is a big advantage in being well 
born. If a fellow’s father and mother 
are good people, descended from a long 
line of good people, he inherits qualities 
of mind and body, traits of character, and 
certain factors of success that Bive him 
confidence, as he begins to see the seri- 
ousness of life and its possibilities. He 
might not have a “family tree,” preserv- 
ing the records of his forefathers and 
foremothers far back into the past, but 
if his parents are respected and stand 
high in the estimation of the community, 
—that is a distinct asset to him. It is 
better than if he had a large amount of 
money to start life with. Many a fellow 
has had such a start in parentage and, 
realizing its value, has used the advan- 
tage and made good. 

- John the Baptist had such a parentage 
in Zacharias and Elisabeth. His father’s 
family line was “of the course of Abia” 
and Elisabeth, his mother, was “of the 
daughters of Aaron.” The finest tribute 
ever paid to any married couple is re- 
corded of them in the text of this lesson: 
“They were both righteous before God, 
walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Luke 
1:6). John came from high parentage 
like that, and John made good. Our 
Lord himself said that none born of wo- 
man was greater than John (Matt. 
11:11). Of all the high lights of her- 
aldry, this John was the one ificompar- 
able “announcer.” He took his unique 
task as one well born and well prepared, 
and performed it like a true thorough- 


.bred. With dauntless courage he chal- 


lenged the “righteous” Pharisees, and 
even the king, to repentance, and an- 
nounced the coming of the King. Then, 
when the King appeared, he with \innate 
modesty faded out of the picture. 

Some of you fellows have parents who 
are “of the aristocracy of Heaven.” They 
are true to God’s Word and to the ordi- 
nances of his house. They are true to 
the family altar. Their lives are ac- 
cording to what they profess, and they 
give God first place. They are examples 
of faith and practice that you can safely 
follow. Happy the fellow who has such 
a parentage—if he appreciates it and 
shapes his own program of life accord- 
ingly. 

But there are“also some of you whose 
parents are not like that. They may be 
church members, and may even require 
you to come to Sunday-school; but there’s 
no family altar in your home. There 
are collapsible bridge tables. The Bible 
is rarely opened, but there are the Sun- 
day newspaper and the latest magazines 
which are faithfully perused. Perhaps 
you never heard your father’s voice in 
prayer, but you have heard him saying 
other things. No wonder it is hard to 
get you interested in God’s Word, the 
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vital things, and the eternal verities. 
Yours is suppesed to be a Christian home, 
because your parents are members of the 
church — maybe your father is a church 
officer —and they attend the Sunday 
morning service; but somehow at home 
you have never been impressed with holy 


things as having more than a casual 
place in one’s thinking and. everyday 
living. Well, old fellow, I am deeply 


sorry for you; you have been cheated. 
You got a bad selection of parents and 
you are starting life with a handicap. 

But listen—and this is the reason I 
have brought up this painful phase of 
the subject—you can still select your 
most important parentage! You can be 
a son of God, a brother and joint heir 
with Jesus Christ. For “as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 1:12). 
And that is far better than being born in 
a family of aristocracy and riches. If 
you have “blue blood” in your veins and 
you are true to it, be grateful; it is a 
distinct advantage. But if you cannot be 
sure of that, spend not a moment in re- 
gret, for something priceless is yours, 
simply for the receiving; it is the power 
to become a son of God—the Royal 
Family that counts for real life. I know 
fellows who have back of them the proud- 
est of family names, made prominent by 
great achievements of their ancestors — 
yet who are not worth their salt. They 
are like potato vines; the best part of 
them under the ground. Blue blood did 
not save them, fine as it was. On the 
other hand, I know fellows—lots of 
them — who have come from very hum- 
ble families, and even bad parents, but 
who, touched by the power of God’s 
Spirit, have responded, and, yielding their 
lives to him, have risen to great heights 
in the affairs of men and of the kingdom 
of God. 

Yes, fellows, this choice of parentage, 
after all, does rest with you. Lift up 
your heart to God and thank him that he 
is willing to be your heavenly Father; 
that Jesus Christ, his Son, loved you 
enough to come to earth and die for you; 
and that the Holy Spirit delights to be 
your constant guide and teacher and com- 
panion; so that you may live like a thor- 
oughbred. 

GreEEnszoro, N, C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of September 28) 

1. Is it not what we have hereby learned 

more about the character and dealings of 

God himself ? 


2. The teachings of the Lord Jesus are full 
of references to the Old Testament and his 
constant use of it indicates the importance 
he attached to it as God’s Word to man. 


3- One is that God could use such faulty 
material to such great ends. But the greater 
one is that though men often failed him he 
failed not, and that we have this same God 
with us today, available through faith and 
prayer and the indwelling Spirit for all our 
needs. 

4. Who can study these lives and fail to 
see that suffering comes through self-center- 
edness, or refusal to obey the light we have; 
that others suffer because of our sins as 
well as we who sin; and that God does lay 
aside the one who refuses to obey the light 
he has, as he laid Saul aside. 

5. For the world at large the answer 
would be Moses, whose writings and laws 
are still fundamental in the thinking of 
the civilized world. But for the church 
is not David, through his Psalms, the closest 
of them all to our hearts and lives? Debate 
this question with yourself — it will be profi- 
table. 

6. Personal. 

7. Personal. 

8. Should we apply it to Saul? 

g. Three. Four. 

10. Abraham, Moses, Deborah, Hannah. 


11. Moses, David, Jeremiah, Amos, 
Josiah. 
12. Abraham, Moses, Jeremiah, Amos, 
Saul, Jonah. 
13. Ruth, David, Jonathan. 
ye 


“Repentance is the soul’s inward look, 
saying, ‘I’m lost’; faith is the soul’s out- 


ward look to Christ, saying, ‘I’m saved.” 


—T. Baird. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Oct. 12. Marks of a Good Citizen. Jas. 2: 
I-17. 

Oct. 19. Christians and Sunday. Matt. 12: 
1-8, 

Oct. 26. Making America Christian. Mark 
5: 1-20. (Home missions.) 

Nov. 2. Why Support the Eighteenth 
Amendment? How? Prov. 20:1; 23: 
29-32. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, October 5 
How May We Help Folks in Our Com- 
munity? 
(Jas. 1:27) (Consecration Meeting) 





Mor.—Kindly service (Matt. 20 : 25-28). 
Tues.—Helping the poor (Psa. 41:1). 
Wed.—How Job helped (Job 29: 11-17). 
Thurs.—Sunshine visits (Matt. 9 : 23-26). 
Fri—A cottage meeting (Luke 10 : 38-42). 
Sat.—A musical festival (Psa. 100: 1-5). 














How organize a community sing? 


How arrange for community health lec- 
tures? 


How organize boys’ and girls’ clubs in 
eur community ? 

“] BELIEVE it is easier to reach the 

bodies of men through'their souls, than 

the souls of men through their bodies. 


Supply a man’s physical need that is the ' 


nesult of sin, and you will soon have to 
supply the need again. But let his heart 
fe cleansed by the blood of Christ, and 
a new nature created within him, the 
¢nvironment will change for the better 
and he will be a mighty force for right- 
gousness in the world. The glad tidings 
af salvation through the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the best remedy for all ills, 
apiritual and physical. And any sort of 
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work that leaves this out is a makeshift.” 
—Dr..G. B,.F. Hallock. 


ve 

We need to be awake in these days to 
the countless appeals that are made to 
the Church of Christ. There can be no 
question that, as our lesson topic sug- 
gests, there is great need in the com- 
munities in which we live. There is need 
for health instruction, for clean, whole- 
some amusement, for better social condi- 
tions, and for many other improvements. 
But are such activities the work of the 
Church? 

On first thought it might seem that 
these good works properly fall within 
the realm of the Church. Certainly it 
would appear that Christians should in- 
terest themselves in such worthwhile ef- 
forts. But when we turn to the Word 
we find that the Church has. been given 
only one commission. It. is to “preach 
the gospel ‘to every creature” (Mark 16: 
15). When she has exhausted her field, 
—the world,—and completed her task 
of preaching the Gospel, then, and only 
then is the Church justified in taking up, 
as an organization, purely social service 
enterprises, - 


But, many will say, are not community 
efforts a means to an end? May not 
such things as educational methods and 
amusements be used by the Church to 
win a community for Christ? They may 
indeed, where the preaching of the Gos- 
pel of Christ is kept in its place of pre- 
eminence. But in how many communities 
is this possible? Usually the first re- 
striction placed upon a community enter- 
prise is that religion must not be—men- 
tioned. OF if a religious message is 
permitted it must be so diluted and gen- 
eralized that no one religious, —or irre- 
ligious, — may be offended. Consequently 
there can be no clear preaching of the 
Gospel. 

ye 


On the other hand, some will say, 
“What of community efforts, conducted 
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by the Church within its walls? Are 
not education and amusements channels 
through which young people, particu- 
larly, may be brought to Christ?” This has 
been the fond hope of many churches, and 
it is impossible to say that there have been 
no favorable results from these methods. 
However, the pastor of a large city 
church that stands true to the Word and 
has a large ay organized force of 
consecrated workers says that in his long 
experience he can count on the fingers of 
one hand the young people that have 
been brought to Christ as a result of his 
recreation building. Yet this building is 
administered as few such recreation cen- 
ters are. 
4 


Let us not misunderstand. There is 
doubtless a responsibility on the Church 
to provide clean fun and educational and 
social opportunities for her own young 
people, and older members, too. But 
when she hopes to win the community 
through such means she is doomed to 
disappointment. The world can devise 
far more “thrillers” to capture and hold 
folks than the Church can ever hope to 
offer. She has one thing and only one 
to offer that is worth while. It is a 
Saviour that can cleanse from sin and 
keep clean those who belong to him, and 
can fill the heart with joy and love and 
peace. ” 


What then of charity? Is the Church 
of Christ to minister only to its mem- 
bers? The Bible makes it clear that 
true love knows no barrier where there 
are suffering and need. But here again 
true love will recognize a deeper need 
than medical aid or financial help. As 
Christians we must emulate our Lord in 


being instant to respond to the call of 


the needy. But we are withholding the 
greatest help Christians can give if, with 
our alms and service, we do not turn the 
eyes of the suffering to the One who 
alone can truly help them, and in whose 
name our temporary aid is given. We 
do not need to belong to Christ to have 
our hearts touched by suffering and need. 
But only his children can sense the real 
heart need and carry the only remedy 
for that need. 


What is our young people’s society doing 
to help those in our community know 
Christ ? 

How can our lives be a witness for him 
in our community ? 





Children at Home 











The Adventure of Gozola 
By A. O. Stott 


OZOLA was a Christian African 

boy who lived in a village where 
only one or two beside himself had 
learned to believe in the true God. Gozola 
would have been just like the other boys 
only he had been ill, and his father had 
allowed him to be taken to the nearest 
Mission Hospital. While there Gozola 
had heard the old, old story, and it had 
gripped his heart. 

When he returned he had a very hard 
time in standing up for the Lord Jesus, 
as the Chief was a stanch friend of 
the witch doctor who hated Gozola_ be- 
cause he tried to lead the other boys 
and girls to Christ. 

“The doctrine is of ill flavor; it will 
destroy the spirit and body of any who 
believe,” said the witch doctor. “If thou, 
O Chief, wilt allow it to take root, its 
poison fruit will bring sorrow and death 
to thee and all.” 

So Gozola was hindered in every way, 
but he never lost heart. One day it 
happened there was a big feast in the 
village. An important head man’s son 
was being married, so every one was 
helping to cut up the meat and prepare 
all the food for the festivities. Late 
afternoon it was found that Booha, the 
Chief's only son,—a little lad of six 
—had been seized with a spirit of ad- 
venture and wandered off to the river. 
He had paddled about at first on a log 
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of a tree, but a sudden swift current had 
seized and carried him out much farther 
into the main stream. When he tried 
to get near shore it was impossible, and 
he dared not dive and swim to the bank 
for fear of crocodiles. 

The terror that seized the little fellow 
was great, especially when a large croc- 
odile rose near him, overturning the log 
on which he was crouching. He fell into 
the water, but managed to swim onto a 
mud bank, safe for the time being. 
All round in the water there showed 
gnarled barklike bodies with glassy eyes 
and ‘grinning jaws, far there were other 
crocodiles swiftly swimming to the spot. 

As soon as the villagers, who had 
rushed off in search of the boy, saw his 
plight, they uttered yells of terror and 
despair. The Chief himself turned a 
grayish white as he gazed, and uttered 
a piercing cry. He would have attempted 
indeed to swim: to his son’s rescue, but 
the people held ‘him back. Of what 
use: was it that he should die also? for 
none ever escaped from the crocodiles. 
There was a superstition that they were 
evil spirits, and required a human sacri- 
fice if others were to be spared. 

The Chief’s precious son seemed to be 
the most natural one for the Gnona (croc- 
odiles) to choose,— so alas! he must die 
for the rest of the tribe! 

The witch doctor was among the 
crowd, and they urged him to cast a 
spell over the savage creature and pre- 
vent him from devouring the boy. 


“I cannot,” he said. “That one is, 


Great Gnona; how can I save .thy son, 
O Chief?” 

“But in truth thy spells must be 
stronger than the Gnona. Go into the 
river and work thy magic there,” said 
the distracted father, but the witch doc- 
tor had no notion of endangering his 
life. 

Suddenly Gozola slipped forward. 

“So thou art afraid?” he said. “Thou 
darest not face the crocodile. with all thy 
spells and magic?” : 

“I fear nothing,” said the witch doc- 
tor angrily. 

“Only the crocodiles in the river,” said 
the boy mockingly. “Thy magic power 
is useless to save life, even thy Chief's 
only son. If thou canst not do it, it 
shows thou hast no faith in thy gods — 
it proves that thou and they are false! 
But the God I worship can make his 
servants strong. My God keeps me from 
fear of crocodiles and death.” 

“If thou wilt save my son, Gozola,” 
cried the Chief, “then I shall know that 
thy God is true and sware that I and 
all my tribe will believe in him.” 

With a cry to God for help, re-echoed 
by the few Christians standing on the 
bank, Gozola jumped‘into the river, mak- 
ing a tremendous noise splashing with 
hands and feet. The crowd on the shore 
began yelling, and one of the Chief's 
servants, having rushed off, brought down 
a loud shrieking gramophone, and all who 
possessed them immediately followed his 
example! 

The crocodiles let Gozdla reach the 
mud bank safely, and he stood beside the 
terrified little boy. Gozola coaxed him 
to enter the water with him quickly 
while the crocodiles were still bewildered 
and uncertain. The boy was terribly 
frightened, but he showed great pluck 
and followed Gozola, floating on his.back 
and splashing furiously with his feet and 
hands. Gozola swam quickly, pushing 
the little lad along. But the crocodiles 
soon recovered from their temporary fear 
and made a snatch at him. Pushing the 
boy toward the shore with ‘a supreme 
efiort he was rescued, but Gozola was 
seized by the legs and dragged away 
by a crocodile. 

The witch doctor openly triumphed, 
for though the Chief’s son was rescued, 
his hated enemy Gozola had perished. 
The crocodile held Gozola’s legs in -a 
burning, crushing grip, and ‘his case -did 
indeed look hopeless, but God had not 
forsaken him and was gtill watching over 
the lad. 

Suddenly from the bank: rang out a 
shot. Some European sportsman in the 
jungle by the river had seen the crocodile 
seize its prey and was holding fire till 
the best opportunity arrived. The shot 
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hit and pierced the crocodile in a vital’ 
part. ‘hus the victim was released, and 
Gozola, whose leg was broken, was 
quickly rescued. just when the witch 
doctor had started a great feast to cele- 
brate the destruction of his foe, Gozola 
himself appeared, brought into the vil- 
lage by the European’s carriers. His 
white friend had sufficient knowledge to 
attend to his mauled and broken leg, and 
though suffering much, Gozola was safe 
and full of joy. 

So the knowledge of God came to that 
African village, and the crocodile hero 
was enabled to start a now flourishing 
Sunday-school. 

The Chief banished the witch doctor 
at once, and built a fine commodious 
building for a church, faithfully fulfill- 
ing his promise. No one in that place 
enjoyed such popularity as Gozola, and 
his most devoted pupil is the little boy 
he saved from the jaws of death. 


> WorrHine, Sussex, Ene. 
, + 


’ 


Fundamentalist Pastors in 
Chicago 
. By Frederick H. Giles_ 


HE‘ Chicago Fundamental Ministers’ 

Union is an association of pastors 
and full-time Christian workers organ- 
ized about ten years ago by a few men 
who felt the need of true Christian fel- 
lowship. Its present membership is well 
over one hundred, and its influence is 
becoming increasingly felt throughout the 
city and State. The platform is a strong 
one doctrinally, and its members are men 
who are not afraid to wear the label 
of Fundamentalism. 

A regular meeting is held at 10.30 
A. M. the second Monday of each month 
in the Pacific Garden Mission, 650 South 
State Street. The first half hour is given 
to prayer, then follows business, and the 
closing half hour is given to some speaker, 
missionary, or Bible teacher who may be 
in town. Many of the outstanding Fun- 
damentalists of the day find their way to 
the Pacific Garden Mission when they 
visit Chicago. 

For years the Union has held a monthly 
Bible conference on the last Monday of 
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the month, afternoon and evening. Any 
church in the city can invite the Union 
for a conference, and the Program Com- 
mittee arranges the details. The eve- 
ning meeting is usually of an evangelistic 
nature and the Lord blesses in a remark- 
able way. The purpose of these confer- 
ences is to encourage local pastors and 
churches by bringing a program of real 
Gospel truth and showing that there are 
more than a feW people left who have 
not bowed the knee to Modernism. 

The Union conducts a week’s Bible 
conference at Cedar Lake, Ind., the last 
week in August, closing on Labor Day. 
The main speaker this year will be Dr. 
William L. Pettingill. This conference 
has been steadily growing each year. 

The Illinois Christian Fundamental As- 
sociation is really an outgrowth of the 
city Union and has functioned for a num- 
ber of years as an organization for the 
purpose of bringing to needy communities 
a Bible Conference on sound Scriptural 
lines) without financial obligation to the 
community. A secretary has been main- 
tained on the field, and various pastors 
throughout the State, many from the Chi- 
cago Union, have willingly given an eve- 
ning or two a month. This means that 
the secretary can go into some small town 

here there is a struggling church sound 
im the faith, and offer a strong conference 
without burdening the local congregation. 
Rural communities are starving for the 
truth; pastors, strong and firm in the 
faith, are starving for fellowship; and the 
f association seeks to meet the double need. 

Another interesting branch of the city 
Union’s work is the Fundamental Young 
People’s Fellowship. A pastor-member of 
the Union, feeling the need of a more 
definite and constructive testimony among 
the young people of the churches, called 
a few pastors together and suggested that 
the young people of the Northside Fun- 
damental churches meet three or four 
times a year in rallies. The suggestion 
has spread, and today the city is divided 
into three divisions, each division hold- 
ing a monthly rally, and a city-wide rally 
is held every three months. At a recent 
city-wide rally eighteen hundred young 
people were present and heard Dr. W. 
B. Riley bring a stirring message. 

And so God works, quietly but never- 
theless surely, and encourages the hearts 
of his saints with signs of his continued 
faithfulness and favor. 


Officers of the Union: 
President, C. P. Meeker 
Supt. Chicago Hebrew Mission 
Vice-President, Walter Taylor 
Supt. Pacific Garden Mission 
Vice-President, Wilbur N. Payne 
Pastor’ Bowmanville Independent 
Congregational 
Secretary, Ronald R. Kratz 
Pastor Western Springs Baptist 
Church 
Membership, Norman H. Camp 
Institute Colportage Association 
Program, Frederick 'H. Giles 
Pastor Mayfair Cong. Church 
Publicity, E. G. Zorn 
Englewood Gospel Tabernacle 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I was brought up 
in a home and in a community where play- 
ing cards was looked upon as a sin. Now 
I am teaching in a community where all 
the “best” people play —church people, and 
Sunday-school workers, and the like. The 
teachers of the public school have organized 
a Bridge Club. As I am the only one who 
does not play, I am left out of all the 
social life. I feel lost, alone, and much 
puzzled. 

Is it pleasing to God for me to take the 








attitude of a hermit, or a recluse? These 
people are all very lovely; they play cards 
only as a pastime. I cannot see wherein 
they do wrong, but I am wondering if I 
am living the Christ life when I am so non- 
social. Christ was a welcome guest at 
weddings and parties. As I am not a 
brilliant conversationalist, cannot sing or 
play a musical instrument, and cannot fill a 
place at a card table, I feel very much dis- 
courged as I must be so much alone. I am 
happy to be alone, as I enjoy reading, and 
do not attend movies or dances, and I do 
want to abide in Christ, and love him most 
of all. Perhaps my early training has been 
at fault. Perhaps these associates of mine 
are right, amd I am wrong. Dear Mother 
Ruth, can you help me, and advise me what 
to do? I have no mother, amd need some 
advice. 

I am willing to learn to, play cards if 
that is what I ought to do! Is it not true 
that our Christian statesmen, Presidents, and 
leaders play cards, and still are true to their 
faith in God? As I am in public work 
(teaching) should I not mingle among my 
patrons in a friendly way, and do the. inno- 
cent social things they enjoy?—PUZZLED. 


Y DEAR GIRL: How thankful 
M you should be that God gave you 
such a wonderful preparation for life! 
Clean, wholesome, pure, and free from 
worldiiness! With folks who loved him 
and were serving him, and glorifying 
him in their lives! How refreshing to 
read of it, and how I wish every girl 
today had the same! Is there anything 
in it to cause you to regret? Are you 
appreciating the full value of it all in your 
life? Can you not see how the t€mpter 
is trying to make you dissatisfied with 
it, because it was of God? 


Now you are beginning to measure the 
life you hadswith the life you see around 
you, and Satan would have you believe 
you have missed much. To whom do all 
the things you mention belong? Where 
did they originate? Do you think they 
came from Heaven? Will you want to 
have anything to do with them up there, 
when this life is over? Can you imagine 
Heaven with such things going on? 
What is your life down here for, if it is 
not to prepare -you for the one beyond, 
and to have you take others with you? 
Measure yourself with the life of our 
dear Saviour who “came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister,” and see 
if you are coming up to what he expects 
of you. He gave you all the wonderful 
Christian training, and then he placed 
his hand upon you to lead you into an- 
other field where others were forgetting 
him and among those who had never had 
Christian training. Will he have to look 
elsewhere to raise up some one else to 
bear witness by sacrifical living, like unto 
his own? He tells us that true disciple- 
ship is to deny ourselves, take up our 
cross daily, and follow him (Luke 9: 23). 

Do not misunderstand me in what I 
have said, and think I feel that it is easy 
to be different from the crowd that you 
meet every day. I do not think it is easy ; 
but I also know the path you are to 
tread, as God’s child, will lead you to 
yield all that stands for the. world and 
choose to stand for Christ. It may cost 
you tears, and it will no doubt give you 
lonely hours away from the merry ac- 
quaintances with whom you would like 
to associate. But whom will you serve, 
and whom will you love till death, and 
into eternity? 

You have an opportunity to show your 
colors for Christ, and to win others for 
your Lord. Will you be true to it, or 
will you go the pace of all the others? 
Perhaps the very sacrifice this will de- 
mand of you will fit you for some greater 
duty which God has in store for you. 
Will you trust him and follow on at his 
call? 

If you feel you need recreation, why 
do you not study an instrument of music? 
It would lead you into such pleasure for 
yourself, and help you give pleasure con- 
tinually. Today so many girls play differ- 
ent instruments. You might try to start 
a little band or orchestra among your 
teachers. Even though you begin with 
one or two, it is sure to grow, and will 
be the means of helping every one who 
will follow your suggestion. 

Remember, in all that you do as his 
child, “do all to the glory of God,” as 
we are told to do in his Word. Do not 
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To Whom Shall 
We Go? 


The Jews will not help us; many 
Jews would gladly give thousands 
of dollars to close our doors for- 
ever. They are of those for 
whom our Lord prayed, ‘‘ They 
know not what they do.”’ 


The Modernists will not help us, 
they dishonor the Lord Jesus 
Christ by denying His virgin birth 
and His Godhead, thereby be- 
coming partakers of the same sin 
with those who once cried ‘‘Cru- 
i cify Him !’’? These Modernists 
fellowship freely with the Rabbis 
of New York, and they say, 
‘‘The Jews are as good as we 
are !’’ And, for once, they are 
telling the truth ! 
We now leave it to your con- 
science, as a true child of God, 
whether or not we have an hon- 
est claim to the prayerful sym- 
pathy of every Christian who is 
seeking earnestly to serve Him, 
without coaxing and without 
begging and without coercion. 
Our work merits your every 
confidence. Our field is not only 
the 2,000,000 Jews of New 
York, but the 4,000,000 Jews 
of America. And through co- 
operating missionaries we are 
represented, and our Yiddish 
publications are being distribu- 
ted, in all the important Jewish 
centers of the world. In Amer- 
ica, Branches are being estab- 
lished in the larger cities as the 
Lord gives us the means and the 
workers. Your help and prayers 
are always needed. ‘‘ The Chosen 
People’’ loved by many Bible 
students for its helpful informa- 
tion on Prophecy and the Jews, 
is sent to all contributors. May 
we hear from you ? 


American Board of Missions 
To the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
































Free From Pimples. 
What A Relief! 
CUTICURA SOAP and 
CUTICURA OINTMENT 


Healed Them 


Price 25c.each. Sample free. 
Address: “Cutiours,” Dept. 108, Malden, Mase, 


AGENTS, CLUBS, SOCIETIES 


Christmas card combination with 28 cards, 
20 seals and tags in two boxes suitable for 
ift making. Whole outfit sells for $1. Ask 
or territory and particulars giving references. 


New England Paper Co., Main St., Barton, Vt. 

















like to do; but with a determination to 
go all the way with your Lord, yield 
everything to him and for him that he 
asks, and then shall you know that God 
will give you his best. I want you to send 
to The Glad Tidings Publishing Com- 
pany, Calhoun and Superior Streets, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., and get a little book- 
let called “The ‘Christian and Amuse- 
ments.” I think you will find some good 
reasoning in it: 

I shall be glad to hear from you as 
to your decision, and hope you will give 
yourself unreservedly to the One who 
loves you so, and gave himself so unre- 
servedly for you that you might have 
abundant life! God help you to decide 


live just for yourself, and what you would | as he would have you in all that you dof 


| 
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Annuiti 
nnuities 
UP TO 9% 
A Guaranteed Life Income 
A Safe and Sound Investment 
A Gift Wisely Bestowed 
Annuity Bonds Eliminate Worry 
from Tomorrow 


A semi-annual Income for Life safe- 


guarded against anxiety, shrinkage, or 
other losses. A gift to the work of a great 
Christian organization more needed to- 
day than ever before to counteract the 
organized assaults on the Christian faith. 


Send for Particulars Concerning 
Annuities 


American Tract Society 


7 West 45th Street, New York City 


“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


Radost Bible School 


(Near Warsaw, Poland) 


The object of this school is to train 
men in the Word of God and to send 
them to minister to their own people. 
Jews from different countries, Poles, 
Ukrainians, Ger mans, Russians, 
Bohemians, and others, regenerated 
by the Spirit of God, form the stu- 
dent body. Auspices of 


American European Fellowship 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 


TOWER CHIMES 


Played from keyboard, direct from organ 
console or automatically... . Price, $4375 and 
up. .... Literature on request... .. Address 
Department 185 Deagan Building, Chicago. 


om 02 29-4 67-4. Bea 





















































Dept.356 1915 Sunnyside Ave., C 











- EXTRA CASH FOR YOU 


Show our Beautiful Xmas card assortment. er distine- 
tive designs, lined Env., 78 extra tags and seals, actual 
$2.50 value. Sells for only $1.00! You can eara al! vou 
need. Write for surprise details. COLONIAL GREET- 
ING CARD COMPANY, Dept. HF., YORK, PA. 


Southern Girl of Ability Wishes to Correspond 


with gentlewoman who wishes a companion. 
All information given by correspondence. 


Address Alabama, 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 











For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Losing the Christian Home 


HERE are eight thousand girls every 

month of the year in our cguntry who 
slip out into a life of shame. From 
the World War seven hundred and fifty 
thousand men returned to America unfit 
for marriage because of diseases due to 
yielding to the lusts of the flesh. These 
terrible facts are more or less the result 
of losing the old-time godly home. 


September 29 to October 5 


Mon.—Luke 1: 57-66. Naming the Child. 

It is one of the marvels of Bible 
prophecy that it has called seven men by 
name before they were born. Look up 
the other six. John -was a gift of God, 
and his very name was God-given. Of 
course the “in-laws” could not call him 
Zacharias, Jr.! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray fer the 
Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Christian Associa- 
ticn (Dawson House, Tufton Street, 
Westminster, London, S. W. 1), the aim 
of which ts to win army men to be well- 
equipped soldiers of the cross. One such 
has recently gone to work with the Bo- 
livian Indian Mission. 


Tues.—Luke 1 : 76-80. The Child’s Task. 


At the Say-So meeting of the Bible 
and Christian Conference conducted 
by the Columbia Bible College at 
Eliada, near Asheville, N. C., a four- 
teen-year-old Christian girl said that she 
had all her young life been looking for- 
ward to the time when she could be 
schooled enough for God to use her; but 
at that conference she had learned that 
God wanted her to begin her service for 
him right away. She was “waxing strong 
in spirit” (v. 80). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Colonial and Continental Church Society 
(9 Serjeants Inn, Flect Street, London, 
E. C. 4, England) to make use of the 
great opportunities for witness in Africa, 
East and West, and in all the British 
dominions, 


Wed.—John 4: 46-54. Health in the Home. 


The best way to have health in the 
home is to give the Lord Jesus Christ 
the right of way there. This miracle 
does not quite justify the title of this 
reading, but Christ-indwelt parents and 
Christ-indwelt children make a home 
where both physical and spiritual health 
are apt to prevail. 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Ceylon and India General Mission (the 
Rev. J. Russell Howden, B.D., Home 
Director, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, 
or 63 Oakfield Road, N. 4, London, Eng- 
land), responsible for the evangelisation 
of territories containing over @ million 
inhabitants. The field touches Inaia with 
one hundred million more non-Christians 
than when Carey landed in 1793, five 
hundred native States being without a 
resident missionary. There are also 
sixty-eight million unreached Moslems. 


Thurs.—2 Timothy 1: 1-6. Christian. Nurture. 


At the Eliada Bible and Christian Con- 
ference, this year, Dr. Max Wertheimer, 
former rabbi and Hebrew 


Christian ! 
scholar, said that education did not con- | 





sist in getting through four years of col- 
lege, and the like, but quoted Deuter- 


onomy 6:4-9 as one illustration of a 
real godly education. It was out of a 
home where this injunction was heeded 


that Timothy emerged to become the | 


apostle Paul’s understudy and successor. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: 


Pray for the | 


British Society for the Propagation of | 


the Gospel Among the Jews (Sir Andrew 
Wingate, K.C.I.E., President; the Rev. 
F. J. Exley, Secretary, 9 Great James 
Street, Bedford Row, W. C. 1, England) 
in its purpase to proclaim salvation in 
the name of the Lord Jesus to the Jews 


of Palestine, Poland, Austria, Danzig, 
and at home. 
Fri—1 Timothy 5 : 1-8, 

Providing for the Home. 

If in the early Church any man through 
indolence, covetousness, extravagance, or 
self-indulgence, failed to take care of 
his relations, especially his own family, 
he was to be considered as an unbeliever, 
one who refused to obey Christ. Chris- 
tianity is eminently practical. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Bible Lands Missions’ Aid Society (76a 
Strand, London, W. C. 2, England) in 
its free distribution of God’s Word in 
Bible Lands. Perhaps you will wish to 
help, by gifts and prayer, in the present 
effort to distribute a million copies of the 
Scriptures in whole or in part in fifteen 
languages. 

Sat.—Ephesians 6:1-9. Home Relationships. 

A beautiful girl at a Christian Lay- 
men’s Association testimony meeting in 
Pittsburgh said she had at first surren- 
dered, and taken the Lord for herself 
chiefly to get help in her own problems. 
Later she was convicted that she should 
yield to the Lord for. Himself alone. But 
that solved all her own problems, too. 
“Before this,” she said, “my sister and 
I did not get along together very well.” 
But afterward a new loving home rela- 
tionship was established. Living thus 
with the ascended Lord, about whom 
Ephesians centers, will.make home here 
a foretaste of Heaven hereafter. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society (146 
Queen Victoria Street, London, E. C. 4, 
England). It has sent out God’s Word 
in 630 languages and dialects, and is pub- 
lishing the Gospel in some new tongue 
once every six weeks. It costs two or 
three times as much to produce its im- 
mense popular editions of Scripture as 
before the World War. 

Sun.—Psalm 122:1-9. A Prayer for Peace. 

This was a chant of the tribes as they 
pilgrimaged to Jerusalem to worship, a 


(Lesson for Oct. 5) SEPTEMBER 20, 1930 


prayer for the peace of God to prevail. 
When peace did not prevail in a family 
“the thrones of judgment” (v. 5; Deut. 
17: 8f) were divinely, instituted to settle 
disputes between “blood and blood.” It 
was the controversies of God with Israel 
over idolatry that drove away peace, and 
therefore prosperity, from Jerusalem. If 
we now yield to the indwelling of the God 
of peace we live in the calm of the peace 
of God even in the turmoil and tumult of 
this age (Phil. 4:7, 9). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
three new mission stations ~recently 
opened in British Guiana by the “Mo- 
ravian Missions” (7 New Court, Lincoln's 
Inn, London, W. C. 2, England), a hard 
field to which a new missionary is being 
sent out. The Moravians inspired the 
eighteenth century revival, and their work 
touches all continents. 








SECTIONFOLD 


(Beg, U.S. Pat. Of.) 


PARTITIONS | 


Extra Rooms Whenever Needed 


LLOW each class to have its own room. 

When folded back have one large room 

for Sunday school or church services. Installed in 

old buildings as well as in new. Made complete 

at our factoryand guaranteed for 5 years. Send 
for Catalog No. 24. 








THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
11 Bast 38th St., New York City 
Offices in ali Principal Cities 
Over 50 Years:.jn Business 
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Name 






The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: I would like to learn about the 
high as.9% according to age. Please send 
oa my part your booklet No. 14$S. catitled “ 


plan which assures as 
me without obligati 
Bibles and 
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